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Scholarly achievements pay off for 
Cottonwood students 


Laura Carter 
Staff Writer 


Every year outstanding 
students in every subject com- 


pete for the recognition of Ster- 
ling Scholar. From the arts to 
the sciences, Cottonwood High 
students develop resumes and 
prepare for intimidating inter- 
views with the department 
heads. Cottonwood High’s 
Sterling Scholars go on to com- 
pete for monetary prizes at the 
next level of competition. A full 
double page spread in the 
Deseret News recognizes the 
winners. Cottonwood is send- 
ing the following students to 
represent them at the next level: 
rt; Rob Hale 
ness: Ryan Thomsen 
Dance: Addy Bigelow 
Drama/Debate: Stephanie 
Blossom 
English: Heidi Duffin 
Foreign Language: Jin Chang 
General: Lindsey Hunt 
Home Ec.: Kristy Harker 
Math: Tiffini Christensen 


Music: Dan Cramer 

Science: Camie Platt 

Social Studies: Julianna Taylor 

Technology: Jessica Jones 
There are many multi- 

talented people to be found 

roaming the halls of Cotton- 

wood this year. Among them 

is this year’s first ranked stu- 

dent, Tiffini Christensen. Tiffini 


Colt Update 


is this year’s math Sterling 
Scholar. She is on the track 
team, President of the National 
Honor Society, and is also a 
great contributor to our school. 
In talking to her about Sterling 
Scholar, she had mixed emo- 
tions. Iasked her what was her 
favorite thing she learned in all 
of the interviews and resumes 
she had to complete. She 
thought and summed it up as, 
“Hard work pays off. If you do 
what you can, you'll get what 
you want, but if you do more 
than you can, you'll get more 
than you ever dreamed.” 
Lindsey Hunt, our gen- 
eral Sterling Scholar and also a 
track team member, jokingly 
remarked, “I real apreciate my 


teecher learned me to 
right so good.” 

Stephanie Blossom is this 
year’s Drama/Debate Sterling 
Scholar. Stephanie's emphasis 
is in debate. She commented, 
“I'm ecstatic about being se- 
lected as a Sterling Scholar 
from Cottonwood. I'm in- 
volved with many activities at 
Cottonwood, and I am glad 
that I was chosen for an area 
that I love. I hope to do well at 
the next level of competition.” 

Congratulations to all of 
those who were selected to be 
Cottonwood's Sterling Schol- 
ars. Cottonwood sends you 
their best, represent us well 


February 9 
* Boys BB @ Davis 


BYU 
* NHS. Valentines service 
project after school in/ 

room 209. 
February 13 
* Girls BB @ Davis! / 
* Boys BB, VieWmont hgre 
February 15 


February 16 
* Boys BB @ Highland 


ment 
* February 19 - No School 
February 20 
* Girls BB, Skyline here 
February 21 


+ Swim/dive tournament @>y* Girls BB @ Highland 


* Girls BB/Viewmont here > 


State 5A Wrestling Tourna A 


* Boys BB, State 5A Tourna- 
ment 


‘February 23 
h Sweetheart Dance 
February 27-28 
‘Parent-Teacher Confer- 
‘ences 


boy witha severe sidzure dis- 
Order, This year they are rais- 
ing money for an 18 month 
old boy with Déwns Syn- 
drome. Look forthe Student 
Commissioners during lunch 
to donate your spare change. 
Thanks! 


‘Tiffini Christensen (left) and Camie Platt (right) stand next to their favorite teacher: math teacher, Mrs. 


Kuehl (left) and physics teacher, Mr. Duncan (right). Photo by David Walter 


Tiffini Christensen (left) 
Math Sterling Scholar 


“Lam on the track and cross country teams, and I am also President of the National Honor! 
Society. I belong to various clubs, and these activities, plus school, make me what Iam. My devotion 
to school has helped me excel in math and, I feel honored to be chosen as the Math Sterling Scholar 
from Cottonwood. Math has always been my favorite subject, and being Sterling Scholar fas just 
increased my excitement in math." 


Camie Platt (right) 
Science Sterling Scholar 


“The most commonly heard phrase in the Science Department of Cottonwood isn’t “E=mc^2, "nor! 
is it ‘pu=nrt.” The phrase which crosses the lips of the majority of science students at this school isn 
“I DONT GETIN” 

Asa science student, I have probably said this (plus a few colorful variations) more frequently 
than those of you taking the time to read this. Anyone who would care to challenge this statement 
needs to remember one thing. Only hard work (and a lot of chocolate chip cookies) can decrease the “I 
DONT GET ITs” and increase the “YES I'M BRILLIANT s.” 


Sterling Scholars continued on page 2 
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Jin Chang (right), Foreign Language 
“Hablo cinco idiomas y he estudiado español desde hace seis años. Me gusta conocer a las culturas del otros paises. Tambien 
estoy interesado en musica y matematicas. Las lenguas son del communicacion. Aprender un idioma abra una ventana al mundo!” 


Heidi Duffin (left), English 

"Being English Sterling Scholar is ‘Much ado about Nothing." Seri- 
ously, I tried for Sterling Scholar because I enjoy my English classes and 
love writing short stories. However, I still can't spell." 


Stephanie Blossom, Debate 


"My involvement in Forensics has been awesome. I am honored to be involved 
in one of the best programs in the state, This year I am the Cottonwood Forensic 
Society President, Lincoln-Douglas Debate Captain and Extempt Co-Captain. I am 
going to college and plan to pursue a career in medicine. Ihope to one day change the 
world and make a difference in people's lives." 


Daniel Cramer, Music 


"Music has been the biggest influence in my life. It fas made me the well- 
rounded person that I am today. Now that I am Sterling Scholar, I hope to be able to 
help more people realize the greatness of classical music, Do the Mahler" 


Rob Hale, Art 


"It's an honor to be the Sterling Scholar in the Visual Arts category. I think I 
was chosen to represent the school because I am a good all-around student and have 
the potential to fulfill my ambitions in art. 1 plan to concentrate on painting and 
hope to make this my best medium." 


Lindsey Hunt (left), General 


d for my overall accomplishments and repre- 
ing Scholar area is a great privilege. It was an 
of the prestige the award entitles me.” 


“The opportunity to be recogni: 
sent Cottonwood in the General S 
honor to receive this award becaus 


Jessica Jones (right), Technical 

“I plan on continuing my education in Industrial Education, and my main goal 
is to become a world-famous architect next to Antonio Gaudi and Frank Lloyd Wright. 
1 love to admire many different Kinds of architecture, especially the Renaissance Ar- 
chitecture in Italy. Architects use Computer Aided Drafting to plan their buildings, 
and the main reason why I like to use CAD is because it gives me the opportunity to be 
creative and express my ideas clearly.” 


Ryan Thomsen, Business 


“I was chosen as the Business and Marketing Education Sterling Scholar be- 
cause of my large involvement in the Academy of Finance, and my internship served 
with American Express. I plan to attend either the University of Utah or BYU. 
next year and major in Accounting. 1 willgo on to become a CPA.” 


Addy Bigelow, Dance 


“I have danced all my life, and it has become a very important part of me. I 
can’t stop dancing—I skip, twirl and leap down falls, point my toes when I play 
sports, and practice in my head during other classes. Most importantly, though, dance 
is fun. Even if I don’t win anything, I have had a great time dancing here and hope to 
continue to dance in college.” 


Kristin Harker, Home Economics 


“My favorite area in Family and Consumer Science is child care. I love working 
with the pre-school children. I plan to continue my education in the area of Family 
and Consumer Science and possibly become a pre-school or elementary school teacher." 


Julianna Taylor, Social Science 


“I have always enjoyed history, just because it is like a never ending story. I like 
to Know how everything fits together and why things have happened or will happen. 
J believe that my enjoyment of history has allowed me to succeed.” 
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Pachyderms vs. pack of mules 


anessa Chang 
Staff Writer 


The people on Wall Streetare hat- 
ing what the government isn't doing on 
Capitol Hill, With the budget stand-off 
between the Democrats and the Repub- 
licans currently in full force, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) lost 97.2 
points. Many other conflicts between 
these long warring political parties are 
beginning to surface. Most of the pub- 
lic, who long before never really cared 
about the agendas of either political 
party, are becoming more aware of the 
battle on Capitol Hill. Newt Gingrich, 
the Speaker of the House, has report- 
edly said that the stand-off on the bud- 
get won't be resolved until the Novem- 
ber ‘96 elections. So, federal employees 
are losing money, as well as the tax-pay- 
ing public, 

As no money is being made, 
people are left in the dark on what ex- 
actly the whole conflict (not just the 
budget crisis, but other conflicts) are 
about. It’s simple, Republicans and 
Democrats can't get along in a political 
forum, Their agendas and mindsets are 
too differing to agree most of the time. 
The conflicts sometimes result in pub- 
lic discouragement about the govern- 
mentitself, and whether or notanything 
will be accomplished with the current 


system 

To fully understand why the con- 
flicts exist in the first place, a person 
must look at the differences between 
what the Democrats and Republicans 
want. 

First, with the issue of political 
power: the Republicans have had along, 
history of fiercely striving for a less 
powerful central government, and more 
powerful state controlled ones. The 
Democrats, on the other hand, feel that 
in order to best serve the people, a some- 
what strong central government is nec- 
essary to properly provide social ser- 


vices, 


Senate Majority Leader, Bob Dole, 
and President Clinton are head to head 
in battle on almost every issue. What- 
ever the Senate passes with Dole’s ap- 
proval, Clinton is almost assured to veto 
the bill. 

On the delicate abortion issue, the 
Republican party is without a doubt 
pro-life, and of course what would a 
conflict be if the Democrats weren’t pro- 
choice? All these facts are mostly true, 
but remember that there are always the 
exceptions—ie., the radicals, and the 
moderates, Throughout his term, Presi- 
dent Clinton has long been accused of 
being in limbo when it comes to taking 
a political stance, This unsure stance is 
one major reason why the Republicans 


seem to loathe him so much. The radi- 
cals tend to take the most severe and 
outspoken stance on their political is- 
sues, on either side of the political spec- 
trum. Liberal Democrats, lovingly 
called by the Republicans, as either the 
“bed-wetters” or “bleeding-hearts” 
have a reputation for being quite radi- 
cal in their views, The big stereotypes 
for the Republicans are for being Chris- 
tian, upper-middle class, and white, It's 
also quite normal to think that most 
young people join the Democratic party, 
but due toa rise in the number of Young 
Republicans, that fact may soon come 
to pass. 

For the most part, everyone in- 
volved seems pretty moderate on is- 
sues, The political pendulum is swing- 
ing violently towards both directions, 
and if the public isn’t cautious, it could 
result in the pendulum crashing down 
upon the people. 

Conflicts or not, people still com- 
plain that there are too many headaches 
to even deal with government from 
these two political parties, If a person 
wants rough, try learning politics in 
Italy. Italy used to have 42 major politi- 
cal parties, but because of a recent ref- 
erendum from Parliament, it was forced 
to reduce the number substantially. 
And so they did...to 21 


Clinton's 
State of the 
Union Address 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


On Tuesday, February 23, Presi- 
dent Clinton delivered his annual 
State of the Union address, He made 
clear his beliefs that he would not 
compromise with the Republicans, 
like on Medicare and Medicaid cuts, 
education, and the environment. He 
also appointed a new drug czar, hon- 
ored famous Americans such as ho- 
locaust survivors, and voiced his sup- 
port for his wife, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, According to a flash poll 
taken immediately after his speech, 
Clinton's ideas were well-received by 
the American people. Bob Dole’s re- 
sponse was much less compelling 
than the president's. In the poll, 2/3 
agreed with the president, while only 
1/3 agreed with Dole's beliefs and 
ideas, The speech lasted about 70 
minutes, and the audience's reception 
was mostly partisan for the president: 
Only time will tell if Clinton lives up 
to his moving speech, 


With the peace accord 
in full force, along with the 
showing of NATO troops in 
Bosnia, Serbs are being told to 
leave Sarajevo, The talks in 
Dayton, Ohio, have brought 
about progress in bringing 
peace to the war-torn country, 
Tension is still mounting as 
people are forced to leave 
their homes, and as the NATO 
troops are forcing soldiers on 
all sides to retreat back to their 
own areas, as well as turn in 
their fire-power. Prisoners of 


Gas prices are expected 
to rise within the next few 
months in Utah. If you are a 
car owner, then this is a fair 
‘warning. December and Janu- 
ary are the “off” months for 
sales, so dealers need to com- 
pensate for the lost money 
during the travel months. In 
the past, April and May have 
shown much sway in gas 
prices, but officials say June, 
July, and August always get 
worse, 

Keep an eye out, gas 
prices are not to be relied on 
er the next six months con- 
lering the most miles ever 
driven are right around sum- 
mer break. This usually puts 
a damper on senior trips and 
family vacations. 

When Cottonwood stu- 


Bosnia 


World Roundup 


war on all sides are being re- 
leased back to their homes, and 
these people tread on danger- 
ous minefields to get to their 
destination. An estimated 
three million mines have re- 
portedly been planted into the 
serene winter landscape of 
Bosnia. NATO troops are 
working against weather and 
time to de-mine these “killing 
fields” as they look out for pos- 
sible retaliation against them 
from all sides of the war. 


Gas prices rise 


dents and faculty were in- 
formed of this routine fluctua- 
tion, this is what they had to 
say; “I for one use a lot of gas 
and it’s breaking me already,” 
exclaimed’ senior Devann 
Thorpe. Drama teacher Dr. 
Tuckness says, “I don’t like it 
one bit, this is when I start trav- 
eling!” 

Junior Michelle Wankier 
flatout thinks, “It sucks, I think 
they're ripping the American 
public off.” And frustratedly 
flustered junior Tya Godfrey 
says, “One day gas is cheap, 
and the next day your total can 
come to over three dollars more 
including oil, gas and air fresh- 
eners.” 

What are we to do? We 
will be going through another 
high priced gas season. 


; 
Fire 
The opera house La 
Fenice was destroyed on Mon- 
day, January 29, by a fire. The 
204 year old opera house was 
one of Italy’s greatest artistic in- 
stitutions. 

La Fenice means “the 
Phoenix,” and like the mythi- 
cal bird for which it was 
named, the theater has burned 

before and risen from its ashes. 
Ablaze slowed construction of 
the theater before completion 
of construction in 1792, and it 
was rebuilt after a fire in 1836, 


HIV 


A new generation of 
drugs could be the answer.to 
drastically prolonging the 
lives of HIV victims. These 
new drugs, known as pro- 
tease inhibitors, attacking the 
virus ata late stage of replica- 
tion, inhibiting the production 
ofa key enzyme made by the 
virus, known as protease. By 
preventing replication of the 
virus, the virus cannot repro- 
duce and so cannot destroy 
the immune system. 

In 85 percent of the pa- 
tients who took a triple com- 
bination of AZT, 3TC, and 
Crixivan, the virus could not 
be found. 


. 


Taylor 


The execution of John Albert Taylor was carried out on 
January 26, by the state of Utah. The exact time of death was 
12,04 A.M, John Albert Taylor voluntarily chose to die by firing 
squad, Utah is the only state that still has the firing squad as a 


choice of death. 


Taylor was convicted of raping and murdering 11 year 
old Charla King in 1989, He had a past history of sexual misde- 
meanors including raping his sister. 

John Albert Taylor went to the grave denying his guilt. 


Oklahoma 


Can Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols get a fair jury in 
Oklahoma for the bombing trial? According to a recent survey, 
they can. Defense attorneys argue that because of pretrial pub- 
licity and the effect that the bombing had on people in Okla- 


homa, they can’t. 


The April 19 blast killed 169 people and injured more than | 


Whitewater 


Federal regulators will prolong their examination of 
Hillary Rodham-Clinton’s former law firm and its role in a land 
transaction the government says was a sham, the head of the 
Senate Whitewater Committee said Monday, 


Du Pont 


A standoff began on Friday, January 26, between John E. 
du Pont and police when he was accused of shooting and kill- 
ing Dave Schultz, an Olympic wrestler living on du Pont's es- 
tate. This standoff ended two days later when SWAT team mem- 
bers arrested him when he stepped out to repair his boiler. 

In the 1970's, du Pont served as an honorary member of 
the police force, even inviting officers to his estate to practice 
marksmanship at his high-tech indoor shooting range. 

Du Pont is one of the heirs to the family fortune, making 
him worth approximately $46.2 million in 1985. 


500 people. 
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Here ye, Student Court now in session 


Karyn Hsiao 
Staff Writer 


Student court is the newest pro- 
gram at Cottonwood. The student-op- 
erated justice system is here on an ex- 
perimental basis, which began January 
17 for the first time since its last session 
held in 1985. Officially taken out of the 
constitution in 1990, a student court at 
Cottonwood has been obsolete for al- 
most ten years. The 1994-1995 Cotton- 
wood Senators wrote a bill proposing 
this year's trial run of the court. If all 
goes well and the program passes by 
referendum at the end of the year, an 
ammendment will be officially added 
to the Constitution. The amendment 
will not only enact a student court, but 
will also constitute an entirely separate 
judicial branch to student government. 

While such a branch does not ex- 
ist, members of the senate will be act- 
ing as the justices of the court. Stephen 
Clayson, who co-wrote the bill on which 
the court operates, reigns as Supreme 
Justice on a seven-member panel for 
each session. These justices include 
Laura Kirk, Nicole Hooper, Heather 
Beasley, Dan Wimber, Dan Gibb, Shauna 
Hanson, Amber Chisholm, Michelle 
Galke, Kristi Chandler, Nichole Greeff, 
Liz Gore, Kim Cornia, Kristen Denney, 
and Nikkee Hernandez. Senate presi- 
dent Amanda Hughes is the court's del- 
egated reporter. 


All parties who appear in court 
as either defendants or prosecutors have 
the right to be represented by a mem- 
ber of the Cottonwood Bar Association. 
The association consists of students in- 
volved in mock trials, debate, and law 
classes. The services are offered by the 
bar without charge. As announced on 
KOLT News December 8, the bar asso- 
ciates are Stephanie Blossom, Melissa 
Roylance, Sharon Whitten, Kenneth 
Borton, Karyn Hsiao, and Sysan Ta. 

The court system has many con- 
cerns to face. Ten years ago, the student 
justice system was dissolved due to an 


extremely low case load. To solve this 
anticipated problem, the court is made 
available for faculty referrals, All stu- 
dents of Cottonwood have the right to 
make a case of and/or refer individu- 
als who have violated the Cottonwood 
Constitution or the Cottonwood Bill of 
Rights. The violation of personal rights 
to freedom of speech, petition, and as- 
sembly should be directly referred to 
Student Court, (Cases dealing with 
sexual harassment or substance abuse, 
however, will be handled by admini 
tration), 

Because the court prosecutes, de- 


What's with the white stuff? 


Stephanie Bl 
News Editor 


“Let it snow, let it snow, let it 
snow.” To the dismay of several and the 
elation of others, the Wasatch Front has 
been blanketed with the white flakey 
stuff, 
The first snow of the year did not occur 
until the winter vacation and it was not 
a massive quantity of snow. The recent 
snowfall on January 23, caused traffic 
to back up, ski resorts to overflow, and 
students from across the state to miss 
school, Secondary schools along the 
Wasatch Front have not been closed due 
to snow since the storm in early 1993. 
Some analysts say this storm was worse 
than the 1993 storm, 

It all started with a cold front on 
Wednesday. It began snowing and 
never stopped. The Salt Lake Tribune 
reports the areas hit hardest were Park 
City and Utah county, but the entire 
state was hit hard by the insurmount- 
able snow. Many areas across the val- 
ley went without power and telephone 
service for hours due to collapsed lines 
from the weight of the snow. Big Cot- 
tonwood and Little Cottonwood canyon 
were closed in the early morning with 
only Big Cottonwood opening by mid- 
afternoon to buses and cars with chains 
and/or four wheel drive. There were 
several accidents along the valley com- 
plete with pile-ups, 18-wheeler roll 
overs, and the usual car stuck in the 
snow. Authorities from both the Salt 
Lake County Sheriff's and Utah High- 
way Patrol commented that most of the 
accidents could have been avoided if the 
drivers had been driving more cau- 
tiously and had been more aware of the 
conditions they were driving under. 
‘They wanted to remind drivers, espe- 


The snow this season was late. 


cially teenagers, that snow turns roads 
into ice skating rinks in a matter of 
hours, so drive cautiously, slow down 
and be alert. 

So what did you do on your day 
off from school? 
about as diverse as the locker combina- 
tions here at CHS. Many of you brave 
souls used the free day to go skiing, 
while some Colts stayed inside and 
snoozed. Several dedicated students 
used the opportunity to study and catch 
up on homework, which wasn’t a bad 
idea, because as much fun or little fun 
students and faculty had on the snow 
day, the lost school hours will be made 
up May 24, 1996. 

Overall, the impact of the snow 
on Utah was fairly beneficial. The ski 
resorts were losing several out-of-state 
reservations due to the lack of snow. 
Ecologists were worried about the 
possibilites of a drought due to the lack 
of precipatitation. The Sundance Film 
Festival in Park City is a major source 
of income for the city and publicity for 


The answers were 


Photo by Laura Carter 
the state, The attendence of the festival 
is based primarily on the desire of its 
attendees to be able to both enjoy the 
sleepy ski town of Park City and see 
cutting edge movies. So the recent snow 
fall cures most of these ailes while cre- 
ating some new ones for commuters 
across the state. 

Enjoy the snow because winter 
is here and 
we have almost two more months of 
winter. Mother Nature may have 
brought winter a little late, but it looks 
like she’s making up for lost time. The 
recent snowfall on January 29, through 
the 31 is proof of that. Weather men 
across the state have been predicting 
another storm hitting the state soon. 
True, the accuracy history on several of 
the weather men across the state is ques- 
tionable. But, it looks like the snow 
we've received so far is just a start. So 
remember Colts, we are best off just try- 
ing to deal with the snow as it comes 
and keeping those goulashes and gloves 
close by. 


fends, convicts, and acquits partie 
are their peers, classmates, friends, and 
enemies, many are skeptical about the 
level of fairness and justice a student 
court provides, Says Chief Justice 
Stephen Clayson on the issue, "We try 
to reduce bias as much as we can. Jus- 
tices are trusted to remove themselves 
from the panel immediately if they feel 
their personal prejudices will prevent 
them from a completely fair evaluation 
of the case.” 

Others in the school remain 
doubtful that the decisions of the court 
will be enforced and respected. Accord- 
ing to the bill, which established the s 
tem, the court has the power to sentence 
the convicted defendant to do custo- 
dial service, service for school functions, 
teacher assistance, community service, 
suspension, and fines. "These sentences 
can be enforced," says Clayson. "In a 
contract required before the case is tried, 
all parties specifically agree to the fol- 
lowing: to waive the right to an admin- 
istrative decision; to turn the case to the 
student court for perusal, judgement 
and sentencing; and to abide by the 
judgement, and sentencing; and to 
abide by the judgement and punish- 
ment they're assigned." Bonnie Gailey, 
advisor of the court and its procedures, 
agrees, "I've heard of other schools 
who've used student courts and had 
really good results, and I'm excited to 


see how itplays out at Cotto: 
A breath: 


of air 


Dan Reese 


most of you know, our 
weather has been exceptional this year, 
as has been our air quality. In fact, as of 
January 16, Salt Lake County had only 
one red burn day on January 9, The 
Utah Division of Air Quality has been 
issuing the green, yellow, and red burn 
days for several years now. Green burn 
days allow you to burn wood or coal. 
Yellow burn days discourage burning. 
Red burn days prohibit you from burn- 
ing any wood or coal, and if you're 
caught, you'll be ticketed. Red burn 
days also ask you to only drive if it is 
necessary. 

However, last year the air qual- 
ity was much worse. Thick, stagnant 
inversions plagued the valley. The en- 
tire Wasatch front had many “no burn” 
days. The Salt Lake Tribune reported that 
pollution levels were so unhealthy, that 
they nearly violated federal health stan- 
dards. Salt Lake County also issued 
advisories recommending that people 
stay indoors. In November, the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency was con- 
sidering tightening the standard on 
fine-particulate pollution, meaning that 
driving would greatly be reduced. 
These new restrictions have yet to be 
imposed. To help reduce pollution, the 
Division of Air Quality would like 
Utahns to look for alternatives to driy- 
ing, like telecommuting or car pooling. 

So far this year, we have luck 
out when it comes to bad weather, © 
healthy air, and inversions. This year’s 
strange weather pattern is to thank for 
this. Be grateful you don’t live in 
Mexico City, where people are allowed 
to drive only once or twice a week be- 
cause of severely polluted air. 
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By Tony Chapman 
Inmate federal prison Atlanta, Georgia 


y name is Tony Chapman. I'm 33 

years old. I'm serving 18 years 
without parole in a federal prison in 
Atlanta for bank robbery. I was 27 when 
Iwas arrested. The least I have to serve 
is 15 years, 4 months if I gain all avail- 
able good-behavior time. 

Don’t misunderstand me. I'm not 
crying at the plight of being a federal 
inmate, Iam beyond that. I'll tell you 
about the reality of prison. But first, I'm 
sending a message about laws that are 
extremely severe, and very few teenag- 
ers know or care they exist. Iam seeing 
more and more of you come in here ev- 
ery day, fresh out of high school, a legal 
eighteen, with no prior juvenile record. 
These laws are taking you by surprise. 

MYTH: 

A federal arrest 
for drug and/or 
gun possession, 
even as a first of- 
fense, will guaran- 
tee probation. (Af- 
ter all, you're basi- 
cally a good kid, 
ight? The judge 
have a heart.) 

FACT: The Federal Manda- 
tory Minimum Sentencing Laws do not 
allow probation for drug or gun pos- 
session. A non-licensed gun will get 
you a five year mandatory sentence 
with no parole. As little as 10 grams of 
crack cocaine will get you ten years 
without parole. It does not matter who 
you are, how rich or poor, your back- 
ground, how good or bad your grades 
in high school, or how remorseful you 
appear before the judge. He will pro- 
nounce sentence from a guideline 
-manual that does not allow personal 
discretion. These sentences are manda- 
tory, with no possibility of an early pa- 
role, 

State prisons are currently being 
encouraged with federal money to fol- 
low suit—longer sentences with no pa- 
role, Several states have already 
adopted this measure, and more are 
sure to follow. It will not matter that 
you are a firsttime, youthful offender 
and weren't aware of the penalties. You 


prise. 


“Tam seeing more and more of you 
come in here every day, fresh out 
of high school, a legal eighteen, 
with no prior juvenile record. 
These laws are taking you by sur- 


A CRIME, 
THE TIME 


This article was written by an inmate at the federal prison in Atlanta, Georgia. His purpose in writing is to warn you of the pitfalls of using 
drugs and carrying guns. He is embarking on a crusade to reach students across the nation with this message. The article graphically and 
accurately depicts what life is like in a federal prison. 


will find no sympathy in today’s judi- 
cial system. You will do the time. 


met two 18 year olds, both with no 

prior record; nice young men by any 
standard, well-mannered, good look- 
ing, didn’t curse with every breath, 
came from good families. They were 
offered five thousand dollars to go pick 
up a package from Fed Ex. The pack- 
age contained cocaine. Who could re- 
sist an easy opportunity like that, right? 
Each received 12 years—no parole. 
With good time, they'll both be 29 when 
they're released. What a place to grow 
into adulthood. Was five grand worth 
that? And when all is said and done, 
and you find yourself here, what is it 
really like? 

You're forced to leave posses- 
sions, friends, and family behind. 
You're given a bed 
with a thin mat- 
tress in an 8x12’ 
cell that you'll 
share with a total 
stranger who may 
be a murderer, 
rapist, etc. He 
may well have a 
life sentence. You 
will abide by his 
cell rules. If you're young, whether het- 
erosexual or homosexual, you will be 
noticed by all homosexual inmates 
And you will most likely be ap- 
proached. That’s a tough situation to 
handle. 

You'll be given an issue of drab, 
prison clothing. No more favorite jeans 
or shirts or shoes. No blow dryers, co- 
lognes, or jewelry. You're given a man- 
datory job, and you will work, Some of 
the jobs include food service, laundry, 
plumbing, painting, electrical, and the 
prison factory. The prison does pay. 
Here, prison wages begin at $1.20 an 
hour. 

You'll learn to like unsavory 
prison food prepared by inmates, be- 
cause there won't be anything else to 
eat. No Big Macs, Subways, or Domi- 
noes Pizzas. No Whoppers, no Taco 
Bell, and no KFC. But the TV commer- 
cials will be a constant reminder. The 
TV rooms are noisy and smoke-filled, 
and sometimes they’re so crowded you 


have to stand up. You'll only watch a 
movie if everybody else wants to see it 
too. 

You'll no longer play favorite cas- 
settes or CD's. And of course, no video 
games or cyberspace either. Normally 
private things like bathing, using the 
restroom, or simply being alone will be- 
come things of the past. Most prisons 
have group showers. Your toilet is 3 feet 
from your and your cellmate’s beds. 
And there’s nowhere you can go inside 
a prison to be alone. You will eventu- 
ally lose your concept of what privacy 
meant to you. 

Your mail will be censored, in- 
coming and outgoing. Your friends will 
gradually stop writing anyway, because 
their lives will progress, while yours 
stands still. Your phone calls will be lim- 
ited in length and quantity. And every 
time you have an 
outside visitor, 
you must submit 
to a strip search 
before re-enter- 
ing the prison 
population. If the 
guard believes 
you are trying to 
smuggle in drugs 
ormoney, he may 
conduct what is called a “body-cavity 
search’. It requires a rubber glove. If 
you refuse, you will be put ina “dry 
cell”. It has no commode or sink or run- 
ning water. Just a concrete cell with an 
empty bucket. They wait for you to use 
the bathroom, then check the contents 
of the bucket. 

Going outside at night will be just 
a memory. The yard is closed by 8:30 
PM. Imagine having an 8:30 curfew ev- 
ery night of the week—for years. Wait- 
ing in noisy crowds will become a way 
of life as the years pass, and you'll im- 
patiently stand in long lines for ev- 
erything—your meals, the prison store, 
medical care, to use the phone, etc. And 
line breakers will always challenge you. 


very day inmates go into protective 
custody (PC) because they're being 
preyed on sexually or their lives are in 
danger. Protective custody is a cell 
where you're isolated from the prison 
population. It’s the same as being in 


“Tf you're young, whether hetero- 
sexual or homosexual, you will be 
noticed by all homosexual in- 
mates. And you will most likely 
be approached. That's a tough 
situation to handle.” 


solitary confinement; more commonly 
known as the hole. Checking into PC 
means you can never return to the 
prison population, because you will al- 
ways be regarded as a snitch after that. 
It's a sad reality many younger inmates 
find themselves in. 

Do yourself a favor, don’t walk 
head-on into disaster. You're much 
more wise to stay free. To disregard the 
consequences because someone else is 
doing it is to be a follower. We in here 
know that you out there have many, 
many options against it. Even being 
broke is better than this. Life does not 
end with your teens. You will still be 
you when you're 20, and when you're 
30, and when you're 40, and beyond. 
You will always enjoy life as long as 
you're healthy and free. Don’t wait till 
you find yourself walking through the 
gates of a state or 
federal prison to re- 
alize how precious 
your freedom and 
opportunity was. 
Once in prison, the 
harsh reality hits: 
it’s wasted time out 
of your life. 


t gets down to 

this: (Listen up. 
This may be your only warning.) If you 
have a gun that’s not legally yours, get 
rid of it. Don’t give it or sell it to some- 
one else who may be jeopardized by it. 
Sell it to one of those buy-back programs 
or destroy it. Guns are no good. It’s 
that simple. 

If you're selling drugs to earn 
cash, just stop doing it! Jobs can be 
found. If you aim high, give it your best 
try, and never give up, you can achieve 
your dreams. As a step toward a better 
future and a good life, continue your 
education and show your potential. It’s 
your life. If you don’t care for it, who 
will? 

Don’t even think about commit- 
ting any crime. It’s the surest way to 
stay out of an 8’x2' cell.’ But if you think 
there’s no other alternative, or that to- 
morrow isn’t going to be worth it, or 
that you're just too smart and too slick 
to get caught, well guess what—every- 
one in here thought the same thing. 


Collect strange things? So do these people. 


Alisha Anderson 
Staff Writer 


Jaime M. Parker is a normal high 
school student, except for the fact that 
she collects weird tin things. She will 
spend an excess amount of money just 
to fill her collection. And there is no 
limit to what she must obtain. From air 

loons made out of toilet parts to a 
foot tin knight, Jaime has it all. 
And she won't stop. 

When asked why she collects tin 

things, she answers, “I like tin.” Good 
-enough answer. That’s basically why 
we collect things in the first place. We 


somehow have a strange attraction to 
them. 

Eel Boy, who doesn’t want any- 
one to know her real name, collects 
sheep. With a collection that reaches 
well over 100 sheep, she still is going 
strong. “Hopefully, in later years, Iwill 
havemy whole house filled with sheep, 
that is my dream.” 

Her most unusual sheep is the 
large wooden cut out that takes over 
most of her eastern wall. She is proud 
of this sheep, and wants more like it. 
Though she hasn't achieved getting a 
real live sheep, she still knows deep 
down in her heart that she will get one. 


Eric Atkinson is a man who has a 
strange attraction to shiny pennies. 
Whenever he walks down the street he 
constantly looks for shiny pennies that 
he can put in his penny jar. Eric urges 
that, “Everybody should try to collect 
pennies, it’s fun.” 

When my quest to find people 
took me to downtown Salt Lake City, I 
ran into Free Digger, who is an avid col- 
lector of chia pets. He has a large vari- 
ety of such things. Chia frogs, chia 
rams, and his favorite chia herbs are 
scattered around his home. Though his 
collection is limited, he still presses on 
to find new chia treasures. “Noone ever 


collects chia pets, they are a good com- 
panion, and as the flyer that comes with 
the box says, they keep me entertained 
and listen to my problems, they do not 
yell at you when you get a bad grade at 
school and do not beat you with a 
whip.” 

Some people have more than one 
collection also. For example, Daniel 
Walter collects rocks, bottle-caps, bas- 
ketball cards, stickers... . 

Remember, if you collect strange 
things don’t feel bad, everybody collects 
things that are out of the norm. In the 
words of Free Digger, “Stay groovy, and 
keep on collecting.” 
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Music is a large part of every- 


day life. Every day we are bom- 
barded by hundreds of types of mu- 
sic, from school performances to ra- 
dio commercials. 

Music is used because it con- 
nects easily with our emotions and is 
able to convey feelings that words 
cannot express. In Star Wars every- 
one recognizes Ben's Theme and can 
hum along with the thundering brass 
in the Imperial March. These songs are 
very effective in portraying hope, fear, 
power and love. Since music is such 
a powerful tool you would think that 
we would only allow the highest 
quality into our daily lives, but when 
you turn on the radio there are many 
different kinds of music to choose 
from. Each music has its own style of 
rhythm, beat and lyrics but they are 
all beginning to sound the same. 
They don’t posses the subtle harmo- 
nies and melodies that make great 
music, in fact, too many songs are 
nothing more than a driving beat and 
several people chanting. Don’t get me 
wrong, there are plenty of songs out 
there that are decent and worth lis- 
tening to, but the fact is, most of the 
music today is not worth the time 
needed to produce. There are good 
songs, but nothing that will stand up 
to 75 years or more of changing mu- 
sical tastes. 

This is where classical music 
steps in. Classical music has endured 
all and still remains the highest form 
of music around. From the pound- 
ing brass of Mahler to the delicate 
strings of Vaughn Williams, classical 
music inspires, The dark melodies of 
Shostakovik and the intricate 
rhythms of Hindemith are the high- 
est form of music around. Unfortu- 
nately, most people don't know who 
I'm talking about. These great com- 
posers have changed the thinking of 
music, but about 98.2% of the stu- 
dents at this school can’t spell 
‘Tehaikowsky. 

So if you haven't already 
stopped reading in disgust, you're 
probably saying, “Tell me Dan, how 
can I change my life and learn to ap- 
preciate the greatness of classical 
music?” Well never fear, Daniel 
Cramer is here to save you from clas- 
sical music ignorance. The first step 
is to attend the Utah Symphony at 
Abravenal Hall. There is a high qual- 
ity concert of wonderful classical 
music every Friday and Saturday 
around 8 PM. Itisa great, ress) 
to expand your The library 
is another gateway into the wonder- 
ful world of classical enlightenment. 
There is a whole section devoted to 
classical music. Just go and pick out 
one of the many titles and play it. It 
may surprise you and you will end 
up liking it. 

Get hooked on the greatest 
form of music in the world. Classical 
music has lasted this long and it will 
last for generations to come. Become 
one of the ranks of the lovers of clas- 
sical. You will never have to worry 
about finding offensive lyrics or not 
being able to understand the singer. 
‘You will become a better person and 
a lot more fun to be around. 


ConnieTrue Jensen 
Associate Editor 


Pets. They are the furry, feath- 
ered, slippery, and even scaly creatures 
that we all somehow treasure and re- 
late to. Ask anyone who owns a pet, 
and they will regale you with tales of 
the animal’s greatness, They will tell 
you how their pet is the smartest para- 
keet, the cutest fish, or even the friend- 
liest iguana, and Cottonwood’s students 
and teachers are no exception. 

For instance, my rabbit, Toby, is, 
of course, by far the friendliest bunny 
this side of the sun. He runs to meet 
any human who walks by, although 
dogs on the other hand are not his fa- 
vorite (possibly because he fears for his 
life). Some people, however, are ex- 
tremely fond of dogs, including Cotton- 
wood teachers Ms. Ballantyne and Mrs. 
Blummel-Wilson. They aren’t, however, 
fond of the same dog. 

Ms. Ballantyne’s dog, Asia, is the 
light of her life, which is good consid- 
ering that Ms. Ballantyne feels that Asia 
is incredibly smart, and as intuitive as 
any person she has ever meet. Asia will 
turn the light off in the room if she 
doesn’t feel as if she is receiving the at- 
tention she deserves. Ms. Ballantyne 
believes that her and Asia's bond is so 
strong because they were destined to be 
together. She and Asia found one an- 
other when Ms. Ballantyne’s neighbor 
was going to take Asia to the animal 
shelter. Rather than see the dog's life 
possibly terminated, Ms. Ballantyne 
took her into her home. 

Mrs. Blummel-Wilson also re- 
ceived her dog, Heidi, unexpectedly, 
when she was abandoned at Cotton- 
wood. Mrs. Blummel-Wilson also 


Above: Mrs. Blumel-Wilson beleives that 
her dog, Heidi, is smarter than anyone elses 
pet and she challenges anyone who says 
otherwise to a competition Right: 
ConnieTrue Jensen's cute rabbit. 


thinks that her dog has above-average 
intelligence. She knows multiple 
words, including “no” and “naughty.” 
Heidi is also extremely talented, mak- 
ing it to the Ultimate Frisbee Competi- 
tion in 1990. 

Not everyone at Cottonwood’s 
pets are quite as common as rabbits or 


dogs. Junior Kelli Rhees has a pet fer- 
ret named Bandit, who she loves despil 
his problem with odor. One thing © 
you can’t deny, no matter how you fe 
about pets, is that each one has a dis- 
tinct personality, which makes them 
endearing to their human. 


More diversity in state struggle 


Stephanie Blossom 
News Editor 


The recent celebrations for the 
Utah Centennial were exciting and fun 
to watch. Utah statehood owes a lot to 
the Mormon settlers who developed 
one of the first permanent settlements 
in Utah and were industrious in their 
efforts to gain statehood. However, 
other groups were involved in the colo- 
nization of Utah and to efforts to make 
the territory a state. [would have liked 
to have seen their efforts represented at 
the parade and ceremonies that day. The 
reenactment of the telegram announce- 
ment and the ceremonies at the capital 
didn't celebrate the contributions of the 
ethnic and religious groups who were 
also key to the development of the state. 


Some ethnic and religious groups 
were asked to participate in a musical 
program held in the Delta Center. The 
entertainment program at the Delta 
Center was just that, entertaining. It did 
not detail the struggles or the victories 
of these groups or why they were there. 
Why are Native Americans important 
to Utah history? Why are Polynesians? 
When did African-Americans enter the 
valley? Their stories and contributions 
to Utah’s history need to be known. 
There are dozens of instances of 
people who migrated here to work and 
eventually decided to live here perma- 
nently. For example, several Irish min- 
ers came to the territory to work in a 
new mine that had just opened. They 
began to dig a hole thatis currently vis- 
ible from space. The Bingham Canyon 


pit they created was the beginning of 
one of the largest Utah corporations, 
Kennecott Copper. Also, the frontier 
men and women who arrived before the 
Mormon settlers were critical to the 
settlement of this valley. The help of 
Spanish adventurers was key to the suc- 
cess of the mission efforts of Father 
Escalante. The journals Father Escalante 
kept are considered some of the best 
records of the time period. 

Iam not suggesting that the con- 
tributions made by the different ethnic 
groups in Utah are more important than 
any other, but they should be remem- 
bered during this year of celebration. 
Utah is a part of the United States of 
America, for that we should be proud. 
We are Utahns, for that we should be 
thankful. 


Environmental organizations 


Raina Dalby 
Staff Writer 


The need to protect the environ- 
mentis a realization people all around 
the world are awakening to daily. We 
wantto turn our world into a more suit- 
able place to live and breathe. Public 
outrage spontaneously translates into 
action. But behind every victory for our 
environment is an often unsung group 
of people who get their hands dirty. 

By car, by foot, by phone, they 
build public support, finding citizens 
who care.enough about the quality of 


their drinking water to write a check, 
to sign a postcard, to join a coalition, or 
speak up toa legislator. There are many 
organizations in America which allow 
us to channel our outrage into positive 
results, such as Greenpeace and the 
Fund for Public Interest Research. 
Greenpeace began as a small 
group determined to do one thing: stop 
anuclear weapon from being tested off 
the Alaskan coast. 
The seven activists involved 
failed to halt the blast; in fact, their boat 
didn’teven make it to the testzone. But 
the voyage created so much public 


awareness that one year later the U.S. 
government cancelled further tests in 
the area. Greenpeace currently plays a 
major role in many environmental vic- 
tories with thousands of members 
across the countryside. 

The Fund for Public Interest Re- 
search has raised 125 million doll 
since 1982, and signed up two milli 
members for those groups. 

These statistics and numbers 
make it rather apparent that with the 
state our environment is in, the organi- 
zations established to nurse her back to 
health are critical for our future. 
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luman rights for the entire world 


Vanessa Chang & Karyn H: 
Staff Writers 


Rights—known to people as the 
things that are given to them from the 
day they are born when they breathe 
their first breath to the day when they 
take their last. They are promised to last 
throughout one’s entire lifetime, to pro- 
tect their security and survival. 

Some rights include the right to 
speak out when you deem necessary; 
the right to read what's in the press 
without any government intervention, 
It means the right to worship or not 
worship whatever you choose for what- 
ever reasons you choose, and the right 
to have access to water, food, and shel- 
ter; it includes the right to be an indi- 
vidual with self-set values and ways of 
life. These ideals are necessary and the 
right of every human being on this 
earth, and sadly have not yet been guar- 
anteed to all of the inhabitants of thi 
growing planet. With new countries 
springing up here and there with infant 
governments doomed to fail, human 
rights are hard to monitor. 


There is no exact definition of 
“human rights”. It comes to us in a 
whole spectrum of possibilities from 
receiving the bare necessities of life, to 
the right of fair trial, to preserving one's 
pride and humility in their community. 

Rights are not a political issue, 
dependent on whether or not an indi- 
vidual is Republican, Democrat, Inde- 
pendent, or of any other persuasion. 
Rights are a human issue, involving 
things we all receive and too often take 
for granted. It’s not just a liberal issue 
that bleeding-heart liberals choose to 
deal with, or an issue where only the 
young seem to take action. It’s a real 
ue. It’s happening next door. It’s 
happening across the sea in lands where 
people are not sure if they can survive 
because the lack of access to clean wa- 
ter, food, and shelter. It’s an issue for a 
society that lives in fear and ignorance 
of their government as they turn their 
faces “the other way” to the oppression 
that denies them basic freedoms to dis- 
cuss the government freely and moan 
and complain as they please to present 
some type of opposition to fuel progres- 


Stop trying to be 
ho you aren't 


Raina Dalby 
Staff Writer 


So you want your own look, You 
want your own style. You strive for in- 
dividualism, I have a word of advice 
for you, Don’t try so hard, Growing 
up in the 90's, I've also changed and 
become more aware of what I want. 
Where I think poblems start is when the 
need to be different is so great that you 
almost are acting as a follower all over 
again. Break away from the stereotypes. 
That doesn’t mean if you like the same 


style or the same look as someone else 
to burn all of your wardrobe and start 
from scratch. No, not thatextreme. Just 


wear and look whatever feels most com- 
fortable for your lifestyle. 

We all have colorful sides to us. 
Many of us don’t show them though. 
Remember that no matter what the lat- 
est hip thing is, you should always be 
yourself. Who cares what others think? 
I don’t know how people can possibly 
keep up anyway. This week it’s grunge, 
next week it will be punk, last week it 
was western. That may not be the ac- 
tual order, but you know what I mean. 

If you have the integrity and 
brains within yourself to live and feel 
how you want, then I respect you, that's 
if that’s the “in” thing to do this week. 


"Put in some effert" 


Jessi Carlson 
Comment Editor 


The banners that are always 
hanging up in the halls of Cottonwood 
are usually poorly made. There are 
spelling errors, words smashed in the 
corners and on the sides, and cheesy 
little sayings that aren’t funny and have 
little to do with an event. 

Signs announcing the “Great 
American Smoke Out” were for the 
most part very well done, except one. 

t particular one was located down 
by the math and science classrooms and 
said, “Don’t smoke (it smells bad).” 
Now, that might have made me think 
twice about smoking in second grade, 
but now that I'm in high school, it makes 
me think, “Gee, do they really think I'm 


that nimble-minded that it would stop 
me from smoking?” 

One thing I want to make clear is 
I don’t expect these banners to be per- 
fect and a spelling error every once 
awhile would be fine, but when almost 
all the signs have spelling errors, and 
simple ones like "Tuesday," for example, 
this makes me wonder who's making 
these signs. 

The last thing that bothers me 
about the banners is everything will be 
nice, big, and evenly spaced, then the 
maker of the sign will realize there is 
not enough room, and smash all the 
other information ina corner rather than 
making a new sign. 

My only requests that some time 
be put into these banners so that our 
school will look nice. 


sion in their society, despite the current 
system of ruling ills. As brothers, fa- 
thers, mothers, sisters, sons, daughters, 
and lovers, all of us can fall victim to 
this lack of humanity. 

On Channel One, they try to por- 
tray this lack of humanity. Sadly, they 
failed to communicate to the ma 
they reach exactly what these violations 
are. Lisa Ling and the Channel One 
“undercover” camera crew barely 
scratch the surface with their vague re- 
porting on China's religious intolerance. 
The motives of such stories are useless 
in terms of getting the knowledge of this 
across, When they deal with issues as 
delicate as rights violations, they only 
go so far as to not tell you everything. 
Ling’s reactions of shock are nothing 
compared to what Tibetans face every- 
day: torture, interrogation, massacre, 
and other horrors all executed in the 


es 


name of “for the good of society”. 
Where are the cases being presented to 
us, the future generation, who'll even- 
tually inherit this crazy world? We only 
see one story, and that is supposed to 
be enough to fuel our minds, touch our 
hearts, and motivate us into action. The 
fact is, one is never enough to get us 
going and for us to gain all the knowl- 
edge on this topic. In most cases, these 
heart-wrenching stories are presented 
on news programs few of us view. 

Are we to be the next generation, 
ignorant in mind, and aimless in direc- 
tion? Indeed, society’s inhumanity has 
become full-blown as we approach the 
new millennia as “advanced” and “ci 
lized” beings. Through all of our “ad- 
vancements” for the sake of bettering 
the lives of people around the world, 
many still have yet to have an opportu- 
nity to enjoy them. 


Sexism in school 


Stephanie Blossom 


News Editor 


Have you ever been prey to sex- 
ism? A recent survey by Time magazine 
indicates that over 80% of women and 
30% of men believe they have been vic- 
tims of sexist language and/or sexual 
harassment. Sexism is a plague in our 
society that is not only in the business 
offices of our society, it is unfortunately 
rampant among the halls of Cotton- 
wood. Sexist jokes and language are 
considered amusing by several indi- 
viduals here at Cottonwood, including, 
men and women, In my weight train- 
ing class for example, I have seen young 
men wearing shirts depicting women as 
objects of sexual conquest. T have also 
listened to their discussions on attrac- 
tive women. The use of words like 
“broad”, or “chick”, “babe”, “hottie”, as 
well as several other colorful epithets 
seem to be popular during these con- 
versations. I find it offensive. Now for 
those of you who are going to write back 
to the paper and say, “Just walk away, 
or don’t listen to the conversations”. I 
usually try, but these conversations are 


everywhere, in and out of my weight 
training class. For those of you who will 
write and say women also are sexist, I 
will agree. 

Several teachers here at Cotton- 
wood have been labeled sexist against 
male students in their classes. However, 
guys don’t feel too bad for yourselves 
yet. Surveys show that teachers favor 
male students. They call upon male stu- 
dents more and tolerate disruptive be- 
havior from male students more than 
from female. The justification, boys will 
be boys, the same justification that al- 
lows men to walk away from rape 
charges, battery charges, and sexual 
harassment charges. These crimes are 
not caused by sexist language, but sex- 
ist language justifies the opinions men 
have the upper hand and women are 
mere punchlines in their jokes. This 
between the 


view causes inequit 
sexes and is a cause for crimes against 
women. 

Sexist language not only affects 
people in high school or in their work- 
place, it plagues our society and creates 
an injustice that is there even after the 
words have been said. 
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Not just a class 


Jessi Carlson 
Comment Editor 


The Dance Company participates 
in fun-filled 
activities all 
year long 
The girls 
dance in the 
musical, at 
half-times at 
Cottonwood 
football and 
basketball 
games, as- 
semblies, and 
in dance con- 
certs in the 
fall, at Christmas, and in the spring, 
The members of the Dance Com- 
pany consider themselves not only a 
class, but a club as well. They put in 
numerous hours in the summer and af- 
ter school. One thing unique about the 


Dance Company is, even though they 
have an advisor, they choreograph ail 
their own dances and end up teaching 
each other a lot of the time. 

Krista 
Atkin, a 
Dance Com- 
pany mem- 
ber, added, 
"We all have 
different 
dance back- 
grounds 
and differ- 
ent num- 
bers of years 
of experi- 
ence, but 
when we come together, we work 
great!” 

The Dance Company is presently 
getting ready for their March concerts. 
They are working very hard, staying 
after school until atleast six every night. 


Colts helping Colts 


Raina Dalby 
Staff Writer 


What exactly is the Colt Service 
Club? It was organized under the Com- 
munity of Caring and the direction of 
Ms. Susan Tonini. Many schools have 
them and Ms. Tonini felt Cottonwood 
would benefit from a service club. 
There are approximately 60 members. 
and if you haven't joined yet, the op- 
portunity is still open. The presidency 
consists of: Kristi Harker-president, 
Amber Murphy-vice president, Tara 
Hansen-secretary, and last but not least, 
Jason Jacobs and Karie Berg presiding 
as publicists. 

The club meets about once a 
month to decide what project to work 
on next. The only requirements for 
membership are, wanting to come, par- 
ticipating, listening to announcements 
for club meetings and keep in touch 
with club presidency for information on 


Dan Cramer 
Staff Writer 


Jazz ensemble (jaz en-som-bl) 1. 
a group of well-trained musicians able 
to perform various works of jazz, in- 
cluding but not limited to; ballads, 
swings and rag. 2. Sixteen of 
Cottonwood’s finest players meet three 
times a week at 6:30 A.M. to practice 
various difficult jazz pieces. 

Cottonwood has always had a 
good music program and this year is 
no exception. “[The Jazz Band is] full 
of potential, but will it be realized? 
Only time will tell,” says Clint Frohm. 
Under the direction of Mr. Frohm, the 
Cottonwood Jazz Ensemble meets ev- 
ery Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
6:30. It’s not always easy to get up in 
time to make it to class. Some mem- 
bers need to get up at five in order to 
make it to the school. But the dedica- 
tion is evident as the group performs. 


— 


Saxes and horns 


future meetings. The only money that 
could be involved would be a charge 
towards activities requiring money. 

The many activities and projects 
the service club members have partici- 
pated in this year range from taking 
treats to Ronald McDonald's house for 
families of hospitalized children in No- 
vember to selling carnations to Cotton- 
wood students and staff to raise money 
for the Club. The biggest project this 
year is probably the recent Sub for Santa 
fund raiser. The service club helped a 
total of nine children in two separate 
families with no fathers with the Sub for 
Santa donations. 

As you can see, the Colt Service 
Club offers a great deal of service to 
Utah’s community and a great deal of 
fun to its members. Should you want 
to join, you better get a move on; in 
January, Mrs. Tonini is planning a big 
meeting to assign projects for the rest 
of the year, 


The music is not the only part of the 
class. All the students learn to play 
blues scales and then use those scales 
to improvise during some of the songs. 
Several of the songs performed feature 
several solos. The players don’t know 
who the soloist will be until Mr, Frohm 
announces their name at the concert. 
Despite this short notice, the soloists 
pérform as if they've been practicing 
for weeks, 

All the sacrifice pays off as the 
band plays for several festivals this 
year. They performed at the annual 
CHS Jazz Festival January 25 and 26, 
and they will perform at the Region 
Jazz Festival March 19 here at Cotton- 
wood. Depending on how they do at 
region, the band could go to State Fes- 
tival April 12, 

Next time you're in the school 
at 6:30 A.M. ona Monday, Wednesday, 
or Friday, drop by the band room. 
You'll hear a great group perform and 
have a great chance to expand your 


Raina Dalby 
Staff Writer 


The ian Club is an intern: 
tional group of drama students and 
graduates who have earned the re- 
quired number of Thespian points to 
acquire membership. The required 
number is ten, and points are acquired 
by numerous drama activities, such as: 
attending plays or musicals, being a 
drama student with high grades in 
drama, performing in plays, giving pub- 
lic performances such as church talks, 
and auditioning for plays or musicals. 
Once the ten points are earned, one 
must pledge to be a Thespian. There is 
a yearly fee for membership and after 
the amountis paid, the Thespian pledge 


goes through a formal and informal ini- 
tiation. Once all of these requirements 
have been fulfilled, you can finally be- 
come a member of the international 
Thespian club, Of course this is in a nut 
shell. 

So why would you want to be- 
come a Thespian? Itis proof of achieve- 
ment to yourself and to parents, future 
employers, and future education pro- 
prietors. Also, there are fun parties and 
activities. It provides an environment 
of people who are all interested in the 
same thing, drama. Thespian pledges 
are accepted twice a year, once in the 
beginning of the school year, and again 
at mid year. A point sheet can be ac- 
quired from drama teacher, Dr. 
Tuckness, 


COTTON 
CLUB 


Beatlemania 


Jennifer Miller 
Entertainment Editor 


This year a whole slew of new 
Beatles fans seem to have come out of 
the woodwork, perhaps fans who were 
always fans merely rediscovered their 
love for the Beatles’ music. John, Paul, 
George, and Ringo seem to be more 
popular than ever. With their new, 
eight-hour, television-aired, Anthology, 
and their brand new greatest hits com- 
pact disk, complete with two never-be- 
fore heard tracks, this is truly the year 
of the Beatles. Perhaps, then, it was not 
only less than shocking, but also quite 


fitting, that we should see the effects of 
“Beatlemania,” even in our school. 
The effects: Club rush, a sign-up 
for clubs which takes place at the be- 
ginning of the year, resulted in 
Cottonwood’s own Beatles fan club, 
founded by and presided over by Jer- 
emy Voros. The clubs members are, 
quite obviously, Beatles fans, who par- 
take in such group activities, as watch- 
ing the Beatles Anthology, and Beatles 
movies such as Hard Days Night. 
Perhaps it is not too late for you 
to play your part in Cottonwood’s 
Beatles Fan Club. If you wish to join, 
you may want to contact Jeremy Voros. 


They speak another 
language 


Jennifer Miller 
Entertainment Editor 


You may not believe it, but it’s 
true, there are five language clubs at 
Cottonwood High School. They are 
perhaps the most populous and popu- 
lar clubs at Cottonwood. They are: The 
German, Latin, Spanish, French, and 
American Sign Language Club. 

What would a foreign language 
club possibly do? Is it merely a bunch 
of teenagers, sitting ina classroom, and 
practicing their language socializing 
ability? No. 

The clubs’ activities are varied. 
Some language clubs participate in ser- 
vice projects, such as the Spanish Club’s 
upcoming auction, which will benefit 
the Utah Food Bank. Students will 


bring canned goods to trade for 


“money,” which they will then use to 
purchase services from other students, 
in a Spanish-speaking auction setting. 

Other language clubs are in it for 
a good time. Their activities include the 
German Club's Road Rally, and the 
Latin Club’s trip to play laser tag. 

The Sign Language Club uses its 
meetings to give students of Sign Lan- 
guage and actual deaf students an op- 
portunity to socialize, and to open its 
members eyes to deaf life by having 
guest speakers (who are deaf), talk 
about their own life experiences. 

Now, all you wannabe memb 
may wish to look into a language class, 
as only students of a language are of- 
fered membership. That is, of course, 
unless you are an exchange student, or 
in the case of Sign Language, you are 
deaf. 
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Cottonwood's largest club 


le eat etl 


Billy Rappleye 
Illustrator 


You don’thave to be a pro to bowl 
with the Cottonwood Bowling League 
this year. The League was established 
with “fun” in mind. The Bowling Club 
is Cottonwood’s largest club, mainly 
because people just come to have some 
fun with their friends. Senior Amy 
Jones, a member of the Bowling League, 
says that “Bowling is a sport that any- 
one can get good at with a little prac- 
tice, and it’s fun even if you don’t bowl 
that well.” Everyone comes to have fun, 
and most people are content to show off 
their bowling skills with their friends. 
Cottonwood Bowling Club mem- 
bers meet every Thursday at South Lake 


WOOO S 


Bowl, and pay dues of $3.25 each week 
to provide this abundance of fun, There 
are approximately 20 teams on the 
League, each team consisting of four 


Illustration by 
Billy Rappleye 


SCENE 


@Colts love classics 


Karyn Hsiao 
Staff Writer 


The Classic Films club of Cotton- 
wood is an organization established for 
students who enjoy classical films. Over 
a dozen students joined the club dur- 
ing Club Rush Week. 

Officers of this organization are: 
Angie Robinson, Rebecca Reimann, 
Melinda Snarr, and Karyn Hsiao. Ac- 
tivities include watching classical films 
and eating traditional movie snacks. 
Rebecca Reimann says of the club, “We 
started this club as a way to get together 
with people who have the same inter- 
ests and love watching movies.” Those 
wishing to join may do so by contact- 
ing any one of the club officers. 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


Skattonwood Music Appreciation 
Club, otherwise known as S.M.A.C,, is 
one of CHS’s finest, yet mostly un- 
known clubs. It is for any music lover 
interested in broadening their horizons. 
Members of this club are exposed to all 
kinds of music, like classical, jazz, ska, 
punk, and rap.. ae 


Most meetings of the Classic 
Films Club are held at the Avalon The- 
ater, The theater plays such classics as 
Dr. Zhivago, Hush, Hush Sweet Charlotte, 
and Scrooge. Melinda Snarr comments, 
“The CFC is a great way to enjoy old 
movies with people who appreciate the 
classic films and not spend a lot of 
money.” 

‘The cost of admission for CFC 
members to the Avalon is five dollars 
per person. With the new year, the 
Avalon will be merging in cooperation 
with the Tower Theater, and the Classic 
Films Club may take advantage of this 
new arrangement by expanding to in- 
clude foreign films as well. Those look- 
ing for an inexpensive, worthwhile ac- 
tivity, look no further than CHS's CEC. 


The few, the proud, the S.M.A.C, officers left to right: Brandon Dayton, Thuyen Vu, Joey West, Robert Hale, and Andy West. 


The club was started because of 
the lack of a music club here at Cotton- 
wood. Members hope they can spread 
the enjoyment of music to others. They 
also hope it becomes a permanent club 
at the school. Club officer Brandon 
Dayton believes this club will be long- 
lasting at the school. This is due to an 
organized constitution and great stu- 
dent interest. The name “Skattonwood” 


-cleverly.rhymes-with Cottonwood.------- 


persons, and two different teams bowl 
three games per meet against each other. 
Each game played can either hurt a 
team’s standings or help them, depend- 
ing on how well they bow! as a team. 
To make scoring fair, handicaps are cal- 
culated for each bowler, and asa result, 
games are more competitive, 

The current standings of the Cot- 
tonwood Bowling, League are: First 
Place-Yellow Belly Pigs (Ryan Painter, 
Amy Jones, Billy Rappleye, and Tiffany 
Zelanyansky); Second Place-Gutter 
Gals (Heather Harkey, Elena Woodbury, 
Kari Berg, and Danielle Marquez). Al- 
though these teams may be in the lead, 
all teams play equally hard and have a 
good time. After all, that’s what the 
Bowling Club is all about! 


Ski Club 


ConnieTrue Jensen 
Associate Editor 


Flying down the slope, the wind 
hitting your face like a thousand frozen 
needles, the frosty air burning your 
lungs, your skis gliding over the snow 
like a boat on a shimmering lake, you 
realize how glad you are that you joined 
the Ski Club. “Wait a minute,” you say. 
“I haven't joined the Ski Club.” Well, 
why not? 

This year the Ski Club is planning 
many cool activities, including night 
skiing at Park City paid for by your fif- 
teen dollar club dues, They will also be 
watching ski movies and going ice skat- 
ing. There will also be an optional 
weekly ski trip to Alta for an additional 
cost. Now, as if that weren't enough, 
the Ski Club officers are also planning a 
possible ski trip to either Lake Tahoe, 
‘Aspen, or Jackson Hole. 

Now, if you're afraid that you 
might miss all this fun because you're 
not yet a member, never fear. You can 
still join the Ski Club by getting in touch 
with one of the Club officers and ask- 
ing them for an application. The offic- 
ers are Raeshell Wong, Hollie Tolhurst, 
Jenny Gillen, Eric Spackman, Steve 
Clayson, Tom Gudmundson, Jordan 
Thurmond, Greg Summerhays, Rebecca 
Reimann, and Lucas Ruiz, and ask them 
for an application. Good luck, and 
happy skiing. 


Skattonwood catches Cottonwood 


You may have already heard the 
work of the Skattonwood Music Appre- 
ciation Club. They worked with the 
Sophomore Class Officers to DJ at the 
January Stomp. Inthe near future, they 
would like to have the power to put on 
shows and assemblies. 

This Club consists of about 30 
members, and anyone is welcome to 
join. If you would like to join, the cost 
is two dollars or ten dollars for mem- 


SPECIAL 
Future 
business 

leaders 


Karyn Hsiao 
Staff Writer 


Cottonwood has its very own 
chapter of the Future Business Leaders 
of America Organization. 
Cottonwood’s FBLA is advised by Mrs. 
Ranck and Ms. Eckhart, while the offic- 
ers include Jenny Christensen, Cody 
Dingus, Kellie Orton, Nikki Boyd, 
David Christensen, Binaka Shah, Tif- 
fany Zelenyanszky, and Karyn Hsiao. 
Class representatives include Jenny 
Matsumura and Kari Berg, 

According to literature distrib- 
uted by the association, FBLA is a non- 
profit educational association for stu- 
dents preparing for careers in business, 
entrepreneurial, or business-related 
fields. The organization prepares stu- 
dents for employment by promoting 
competent, aggressive business leader- 
ship, increasing understanding of 
American free enterprise, establishing 
career goals, encouraging scholarship, 
promoting efficient money manage- 
ment, and developing character and 
self-confidence, FBLA has formed part- 
nerships with the Chamber of Com- 
merce, local businesses, industries, and 
government. Says President Jenny 
Christensen, “The club is a great oppor- 
tunity for leadership in high school.” 

In mid November the officers at- 
tended the annual FBLA Fall Leader- 
ship Conference held at Snowbird. 
‘There they attended seminars on eco- 
nomics, professionalism, careers, and 
club leadership with other FBLA offic- 
ers from all over the state. Historian 
Binaka Shah feels the conference was a 
“great place to network with new 
people.” 

To join FBLA next year, students 
can get applications from their business 
teachers or visit the FBLA booth dur- 
ing Club Rush. 


Photos by Dan Reese 


bership and a t-shirt. You will need to 
contact one of the club's officers: Rob- 
ertHale-President, Joey West-Vice Presi- 
dent, Thuyen Vu-Treasurer, Andy West- 
Secretary, or Brandon Dayton-Creative 
Consultant. With your membership 
you will receive a Club newsletter. Gen- 
erally, members meet once a month. If 
you enjoy any kind or style of music, 
Skattonwood Music Appreciation Club 
is a club for you. 
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Cottonwood High School 


Fountain mystery uncovered 


Super sleuth Cliff Johnson 
digs up the story behind the 
end of Cottonwood's long 


lost landmark. 


Cliff Johnson 
Sports Editor 


the smoke from my ciga 

rette drifted lazily toward 
the ceiling. The light from the 
hall reflected through my door, 
casting a shadow of the words 
stenciled on it across the back 
wall. Cliff Johnson, Private Eye, 
they read, and that was me. I 
gently stroked the .45 resting on 
my desk, and glanced out the 
window at the wet downtown 
below me, Suddenly, the light 
from the hall was blocked out 
as the silhouette of a woman 
stepped in front of the door and 
knocked, “Come in,” I said, 
taking the gun off my desk and 
dropping it into the open 
drawer next to me. 

The woman entered, 
gently shaking the rain off her 
long, black coat, and stepped 
into the room, Even in the dark 
I could tell she was beautiful, 
and as she walked into the dim 
radiance cast by the florescent 
lights outside, I was sure of it. 
She placed a large book on my 
desk, and sat down in front of 


I twas dark in the room, and 


me, across the desk, 

“Are you Cliff Johnson?” 
she asked. 

“That’s what the door 
says,” I replied. 

“I need your help,” she 
said, acting as if I hadn't said 
anything. 

Ididn’t say anything, but 
nodded my approval. She 
opened the book on my desk 
and started flipping through 
the pages. From the number of 
assorted smiling pictures, I as- 
sumed it was an old yearbook, 
and judging from the clothes, 
from sometime in the late sev- 
enties. The woman finished 
flipping, and stopped ona page 
featuring a small picture of a 
fountain. She looked up at me 
and said, "This is a picture from 
1976, froma Cottonwood High 
School yearbook. Ihave heard 
rumors that this fountain in fact 
did once exist, and have heard 
rumors ofhidden gold and jew- 
els that are still buried with it. 
Iwant you to find this fountain, 
or find out what happened to 
it. I'm prepared to pay very 
well, including half of what- 
ever treasure you find.” 

Thad often heard rumors 


of the Cottonwood fountain, 
but had never actually seen a 
picture of it. Although it’s 
istence, at least some time ago 
was probable, I doubted the 
existence of any jewels, but 
what the heck. I extinguished 
my cigarette, and looked into 
the young woman's face. “I 
charge 100 dollars a day, plus 
expenses, I'll contact you if I 
find anything.” I then got up 
and walked out of the office, 
and out into the street, turning 
up the collar of my trenchcoat 
as I walked down the rain- 
soaked sidewalk. 

Thoughts wandered 
through my mind as I wan- 
dered the streets, wondering 
where to start. My feet even- 
tually led me to the place of the 
mystery itself, Cottonwood 
High School. Ientered through 
the main doors, and made my 
way to the outer courtyard 
where the picture had placed 
the fountain. Although it was 
possible to guess that there was 
at one point in time a fountain 
to the right of the pit in the 
courtyard, it would be impos- 
sible to guarantee anything 
without further evidence. I 
started to walk back into the 
school, when suddenly 1 no- 
ticed a yellow scrap of paper 
taped to a brick out of the cor- 
ner of my eye. I hurriedly 
picked it up, slipped it into my 
jacket, and entered the library. 
After making sure I was in an 
isolated corner and that no- 
body was looking , I quickly 
unwrapped the message. The 
message was quick and to the 
point, reading only, “Meet me 
in the lunchroom at eight,” 
with a small picture of a foun- 
tain in the corner. I glanced at 
my watch, and noticing that it 
was almost eight, hurried to the 
lunchroom. I walked in, scan- 
ning the long, dark shadows for 
my informant. A muffled voice 
issued from the corner, “Sit 
down in the red chair, and face 
towards the lunchlines.” I 
quickly obeyed, and I could 
hear the person walking to- 
wards me. “Don’t turn around 
if you want any information. I 
am a teacher here at Cotton- 
wood, and if it got out that I 
told anybody anything about 
the fouritain, I would lose my 
job, and possibly worse.” The 


xe 


voice sounded familiar, but 1 
couldn't quite make it out. She, 
I could at least tell that much, 
was probably muffling itsome- 
how. 

Without turning, lasked, 
“So how did you find out about 
my investigation of the foun- 
tain, and why did you contact 
me?” 

The woman sighed 
deeply, and replied, “It doesn’t 
really matter how I found out, 
just that I did. I am one of the 
last who knows the story of the 
Cottonwood fountain, and it is 
time that someone else was 
told. I really don’t care what 
you do with this information, 
whether you sell itor keep it for 
yourself, but Ineed somebody 
else to know.” 

"So how did you find out 
about the fountain?” I asked. 

The woman cleared her 
throat, and said, “I was a stu- 
dent here in 1986, the last year 
that the fountain existed. I can 
still remember how beautiful it 
was, and how it often served as 


a backdrop to school assem- 
blies that where held in the 
courtyard.” She paused for a 
moment, as the vision of the 
courtyard and it’s beautiful 
fountain passed through her 
mind. She suddenly snapped 
out of it, and continued, “I must 
hurry, it’s really not safe for ei- 
ther of us here," 

"The fountain, as | was 
saying, was beautiful, and was 
a landmark of the Cottonwood 
campus. That was until the end 
of the year, and the event that 
led to the demise of the foun- 
tain. The senior class officers 
decided that for their senior 
prank, it would be really funny 
to putsome fish in the fountain. 
Unfortunately, for the officers 
and the fountain, they decided 
to go to a federal fish hatchery 
and fish-nap some rare albino 
trout. So when the students 
came back the next day, they 
found a bunch of fish swim- 
ming in the fountain. The se- 
nior officers were prosecuted in 
federal court, but got off with 


Photograph from 1976 Yearling 
only a fine. This was in effect, 
the end of the fountain, When 


juniors who had grown up with 
fountain returned the next year, 
they found that the fountain 
had disappeared, never to be 
seen again,” 

T got up and walked out 
of the cafeteria, glancing back 
at the slumped shadow of my 
informant. I exited the lunch- 
room, and walked back into 
the courtyard. The rain had 
stopped, and the night sky 
shined brightly. I walked down 
the steps leading into the court- 
yard, and stopped where the 
fountain now certainly had 
once been. I could almost en- 
vision the bright spout of wa- 
ter jetting out of the sparkling 
water, reflecting the blue sky, 
and maybe even a couple of 
fish swimming around ‘@ 
pool. I walked back into Me 
school, called my employer and 
told her that I would be drop- 
ping the assignment, and then 
walked off into the night. 
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Glass of 


Laura Carter 
Photography Editor 


Tused to be able to get 
up in the morning at five or so, 
but now there is absolutely no 
way I can get up before 6:30, 
seven is better, and right be- 
fore school starts is more prob- 
able. Sound familiar to you? 
If so, you probably have a 
touch of SENIOR-itis. It’s 
common at this time of year, 
college applications are being 
turned in, third term’s end is 
approaching, and the weather 
and outdoors are very intrigu- 
ing. 

Senior Mandy Stevens 
scoffed, “Pfff- what do you 
think?” when Iasked her ifshe 
had a touch of the senioritis 
bug. Irina Simpson just stared 
off while playing with her 
playdoh and commented, 
“Mmmm, Playdoh. It's jig- 
gling!” I think this should tell 
you where most seniors’ 
minds are, or rather where 


'96 battling senioritis 


they aren't. They’re not in 
class, that’s for sure. 

Have you got something 
you'd rather be doing? Just re- 
member the teachers and ad- 


skiing is the only option, I'm 
afraid, if you want to ski dur- 
ing the week. Otherwise wait 
till the weekend, or you may be 
“SUPER SENIOR-ized” for 


ministration would prefer you 
did it after 2:10 PM. With the 
snow here and skiing in full 
swing, many seniors and jun- 
iors alike have taken to the 
slopes. The administration is 
ready to crack down on those 
of you who have decided that 
school is out for the year. Night 


next year. 

Seniors aren't the only 
ones in the school with the 
senioritis bug. Junior, Jason 
Rhead has one year left, but be- 
haves like a senior anyway. He 
finds school is hard to attend 
because, “I’ve been going to 
school for twelve years now, 


don’t ya think I'd have it by 
now?” 

For all of you out there, 
it should come as some conso- 
lation that there are only 16 
more weeks of school. That's 
only four more months to hang 
in there and attend class. If you 
need a couple of thoughts to 
help you through class the next 
few weeks... here are a couple 
of my favorite. 

What does it mean if you 
break a mirror with a rabbit's 
foot? 

Are circus midgets who 
get shot out of cannons called 
“human BB's?” 

Instead of having to lick 
your fingers to turn each page 
of a book, why not just dunk 
one corner of the book in a bowl 
of water? 

Next time you lose your 
keys, why not induce a near 
death experience so that, when 
your life passes before your 
eyes, you can see where you left 
them? 


Cottonwood High and the NFL 


Laura Carter 
Photography Editor 


What do you think of 
when you think forensics? Fo- 
ic evidence maybe? Law- 
öğ: and policemen possibly? 
Here at Cottonwood we have 
a forensic team, but ours is 
made up of a talented group of 
drama and debate students. 
The National Forensic 
League or NFL as many mem- 
bers know it, is a well-known 
society which holds competi- 
tions for individual and group 
events. These competitions are 
held from the month of No- 
vember through March. Some 
of the areas to compete in are 
oratory, extemp, interpretation 


(humorous and dramatic), im- 
promptu, Lincoln Douglas, 
congress, and policy. 

Cottonwood High is 
known throughout the state as 
a strong and powerful force 
which instills fear in all oppo- 
nents who face them. Last year 
in two of the tournaments Cot- 
tonwood took all but two of the 
interpretation trophies. At the 
College of Eastern Utah tourna- 
ment this year, the Cottonwood 
Forensic team took third in 
sweepstakes. Because of all the 
time dedicated to these tourna- 
ments, the forensic team has 
little social life and their diet 
consists of mainly what can be 
afforded to them through vend- 
ing machines. 


Statehood for Utah 


David Nadkarni 
Staff Writer 


At 9:13 A.M. January 4, 

1896, as Marion B. Brown tran- 
scribed a telegraph he reached 
for his shotgun and fired three 
shots into the air and screamed, 
“Statehood, statehood for 
Utah!” The state became the 
45th of the union as it was ad- 
mitted on a cold winter day 
with temperatures in the 30's. 
For President Grover 
Cleveland the signing of the 
proclamation was just another 
signature on a piece of paper, 
but for Utah it was the start of 
a long journey through time 
and the end of quest for state- 
hood. Heber Wells, as the first 
Governor of Utah, started us 
this long journey through 

e. Ever since that moment 
there has been no looking back. 
At 11:30 the National 
Guard had a firing salute as a 
flag with the amazing dimen- 
sions of 160 feet by 78 feet was 
hung on the south face of the 


LDS temple. This flag was 
made by the seamstresses at 
Z.C.M.L. Clothing Factory. 

January fourth brought 
many different emotions 
throughout the country. Many 
people did not want Utah asa 
state believing that there were 
too many states already. If 
Utah had not become astate the 
nation would have been de- 
prived of a major cultural con- 
tribution and of recreational ac- 
tivities. 

‘Among the ceremonials, 
the states first male and female 
babies were given one gold- 
lined, sterling silver cup each. 
Many other festivities were also 
held during that day including 
the Fire Department perform- 
ing a “clanging hurrah” of 
rockets hitting the sky. 

After six attempts for 
statehood, the announcement 
on January 4, 1896, ended 
Utah’s long quest. Utahisnow 
a growing state with an ex- 
panding and promising fu- 
ture. 


The mastermind behind 
the team is debate coach, 
Bonnie Gailey. The next time 
you are trotting off to class 
through the west hall, take a 
peak in the hidden door in the 
wall marked 109 and see the 
walls lined with rows and rows 


of certificates and trophies. 
These are some of the proud 
symbols of the painful hours of 
hard work and perspiration 
that these students go through 
to make Cottonwood admired 
and envied throughout the 
state. 


Valentines Dance 


For all of you Cupid- 
struck lovebirds, show your 
significant other how much 
you love them by taking them 
to the Valentine’s dance. It will 
take place here at Cottonwood 


ustration by 


Spring fever fear 


Georgia Bollinger 
Staff Writer 


Imagine the cool, crisp, 
spring air burning your lungs 
making you think of hiking and 
other outdoor sports. You 
would give anything to be ac- 
tive and outside, even if it 
means sluffing and maybe even 
lowered grades. It happens 
every year, the minute the 
weather gets warm and thesun 
burns bright, everyone wants 
to be outside instead of in class 
where they should be. Don’t 
fall victim to this horrid plague, 
it can change the average inno- 
cent school-goer into a wide- 
eyed, fresh air gulping, class- 
ditching, crazed teenager. 

Take the case of Peter 
Parker, an average student at 
any high school in Utah. Peter 


lly Rappléye 


on Friday, February 23. The 
theme this year is “Mad About 
You”, and the dress is semi-for- 
mal. So puton you newest suit 
or dress, and drag your loved 
one to the sweetheart’s dance. 


was a bright boy, he always did 
his homework and his parents 
bragged about him at parties 
and social gatherings, until one 
day Peter was sitting outside 
eating lunch when the fatal 
thought occured. “Why don’t I 
skip next period and go to the 
park and watch the birds; it will 
justbe this once,” and so he did. 
But much to his dismay it was 
not the only time; in fact, it hap- 
pened quite frequently. His 
parents had noticed the change 
and had contacted the school 
counselor to put their son on 
tracking. 

Peter is now back on 
track and doing better in his 
classes, but all the work he 
missed can never be made up. 
Don'’tlet this happen to you! Be 
a good student! Don’t let good 
weather control you! 


FEATURE 


Colt Roundup 


1995 in 
Review 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


Two... One... And it’s 1996; 
surely to be a memorable 
year. Nonetheless, 1995 had. 
its share of extraordinary sto- 
ries; from bizarre politics to 
disasters to the Olympics. 

In January, Kobe, Ja- 
pan was devastated by a 7.2 
magnitude earthquake, kill- 
ing over 5,000 people, The 
newly elected Republican 
Congress created the Con- 
tract With America, but it 
proved to be insignificant. 

The entire country and 
world were shocked on April 
19 when the federal building 
in Oklahoma City was 
bombed. 

On June 16, the IOC 
announced to the world that 
Salt Lake City would be the 
host for the 2002 Winter 
Olympic Games. Also in 
June, during West High 
School's graduation, choir 
members sang “Friends,” 
despite a court order not to 
sing it. Captain Scott 
O'Grady was rescued in 
Bosnia after six days of sur- 
viving in the wilderness. 

The Walt Disney Com- 
pany bought Capital Cities- 
ABC for a mere $19 billion in. 
the month of July. 

In October, OJ. 
Simpson was acquitted of the 
murders of Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Ronald 
Goldman. Louis Farrakhan 
addressed an estimated 
400,000 black men at the Mil- 
lion Man March in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

November had many 
news events also. Questions 
arose about Rep. Enid 
Greene Waldholtz and her 
husband's financial dealings 
as well as 1994 campaign fi- 
nance violations. Mayor 
Deedee Corradini was re- 
elected as Salt Lake’s mayor, 
but by only about 500 votes. 
Quebec voted to remain a 
province of Canada, The 
world premiere of the Beatles 
Anthology was broadcast on 
ABC. 

In December, U.S. 
troops were sent to keep the 
peace in the former Yugosla- 
via. Other European troops. 
were also sent. Enid 
Waldholtz held a five and 
one half hour news confer- 
ence telling her side of the 
story. Utah's first ever 
Growth Summit, organized 
by Governor Mike Leavitt, 
was held here at Cotton- 
wood. 

Last year was defi- 
nitely a remarkable year. 
However, with last month’s 
Kick-off to Utah’s one hun- 
dredth birthday, this year 
also looks like it will be an 
eventful year. 


FEATURE 


Laura Carter 
Staff Writer 


The scene is Hazelhurst, Missis- 
sippi, where the three Magrath sisters 
have gathered to await news of the fam- 
ily patriarch, their grandfather, who is 
living out his last hours in the local hos- 
pital. Lenny, the oldest sister, played by 
Laura Carter, is unmarried at thirty and 
facing diminishing marital prospects. 
Meg, the middle sister, played by 
Heather Ashton, who quickly outgrew 
Hazelhurst, is back after a failed sing- 
ing career on the west coast. Babe, the 
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Crimes of the Heart comes to the Little Theatrg 


youngest, played by Michelle Mitchell, 
is out on bail after having shot her hus- 
band in the stomach. Their troubles, 
which are grave and yet somehow hi- 
larious, are highlighted by their cousin, 
Chick, played by Mandy Stevens, and 
by the awkward lawyer, played by 
Mark Giles, who tries to keep Babe out 
of jail while helpless not to fall in love 
with her. Meg reunites with an old 
flame, Doc Porter. 

These six actors reunite to per- 
form in this fine southern play by Beth 
Henley called, Crimes of the Heart. Laura 
Carter and Jeff Zentner return from 


River City in the Music Man. The two 
played a married couple, the Shins, but 
now return to Crimes of the Heart to play 
contrasting friends. It’s Laura's sister, 
Meg, played by Heather Ashton who 
gets to spend her scenes with Jeff, now. 
In the play the two play a couple who 
separated but want to now reunite, al- 
though one of them is married. This is 
Heather Ashton’s first leading role since 
she played Maria in the Sound of Music. 
She transferred from Taylorsville High 
School last year and says she couldn’t 
be happier, She can’t wait until the play 
goes on and thinks all of the characters 


The Japanese education system 


Dan Reese 
Staff Writer 


Japan's way of teaching is differ- 
ent from America’s, yet quite effective. 
There are positive and negative aspects 
to both countries’ educational systems 
Itis arguable whose is superior 

` Japanese students spend more 
time in the classroom and generally 
work harder than do American students 
reports Reader's Digest. In Japan, school 
usually goes from 8 A.M. to 6 PM. In 
addition to the regular week days spent 
in school, Japanese students attend a 
half-day of school on two Saturdays per 
month. Japan’s short summer vacation, 
lasting only six weeks, isn’t much of a 
vacation because students are assigned 
homework over their break. Japanese 
schools also offer safer classes as com- 
pared to kids bringing guns to school 
in America. A\ 
watches, hair ribbons, dyed hair, per- 
fume, scented deodorant, earrings, 
makeup, and money are prohibited 
One may feel they have lost their iden- 
tity due to the lack of individuality. 


ssories like wrist- 


However, Japanese kids are still 
rebellious, just toned down from what 
American teens do. “Japanese teens 
smoke cigarettes instead of marijuana, 
fight with their fists instead of with 
knives or guns, and mostly get kissed 
instead of getting pregnant, 
Reader's Digest. Also, students respect 
school property because they clean the 
school buildings rather than having 
janitors do it 

Japanese perform 
among the best in the world in math and 
science. When Japan last participated 
in an international math test, their 12th 
graders ranked first out of twelve na- 
tions, while U.S. 12th graders placed 
second to last at 11th place. 

However, flaws exist in the Japa- 
nese educational system. One is that 
English is taught very poorly, almost 
entirely in Japanese. English words are 
memorized. Consequently, students 
who study the language for six years 
never learn to actually speak it. Parts 
of World War II are also very poorly 
taught. In addition, Education Digest 
reports that Japan’s less-talked about 


says 


students 


commercial and vocational schools are 
less academic and produce less-skilled 
workers for Japan's industrial 
workforce, 

Furthermore, while American 
students are taught to question, Japa- 
nese students are taught to obey. Rather 
than analyze, they are to memorize. For 
instance, Japanese student 
in math problems simply dealing with 
equations, but do worse in story prob- 
lems. 

The two education systems have 
their differences, but the biggest factor 
to Japan’s better performance may be a 
matter of ethics. Most Japanese stu- 
dents work harder than do American 
students because the Japanese economy 
is more cutthroat. There is much com- 
petition for university and job openings, 
even more so than in the US. “The Japa- 
nese themselves refer to the teen years 
as ‘examination hell’, a time of extraor- 
dinary pressure,” says Reader's Digest. 
America may need to improve its edu- 
cational system to compete with the 
Japanese and to thrive in a global 
economy. 


ore well 


Cottonwood crossword 


of Our Lives’ biggest fan. 

2. “Weare the____.” 

3. Can't seem to get their assembly in 
front of the school. 

4. Someone had too much fun on this 
high school’s football field this year. 

5. Stephanie is 


one of Cottonwood’s Sterling Scholars. 
6. We beat them in basketball this sea- 
son, 

7. Many students do this before a big 
test, 

8. This is really helpful if you have a 
bad headache after doing #7. 


Across: 

1. Cottonwood’s early lunch could 
seem like this. 

2. Cottonwood is taking another stab 
at this, this year, It is one of the Senate's 
projects this year: 

3. Number of years that the sophomore 
assembly has been cancelled. 

4. The person who loves Days of Our 
Lives teaches this subject. 

5. Astate next to Utah. 

6. This year is one of these years. 
inate _- LINK” 

8. Not quite the “Physic Bunnies” but 
similar. 

9. Cottonwood students performed this 
musical this year. 

10. Caused some outrage at the begin- 
ning of this year. 


are going to be great. 

It’s about time that our own 
Michelle Mitchell got a good leading 
role, She's been prop-girl long enough. 
She says, “It’s about time I got a good 
part, now Ican show everyone what I'm 
really made of.” The cast is definitely 
happy to be working with her and are 
proud of all her efforts and talents, 

The play goes on the first week 
in March with performances every 
night, and an extra matinee on Friday. 
This is an opportunity not to miss. Di- 
rected by Jodie Wright, this comedy is 
sure to be a hit with all audiences. 


Exciting 
dating 


Jessica Rinehart 
Staff Writer 


There's dating, there's groupd 
dating, there's double dating, but who 
wants to talk about blind dates? @ 
are either fun and enjoyable, or the 
horrific experiences in the world. 
You've never met this person in you life, 
so how do you end up on a date with 
him/her? Was it through your modem, 
a friend setting you up, or your parents 
deciding to pay someone they like to 
take you out? It could happen 

Let's say you have a blind date, 
how does that work? Do you give some 
stranger your address to pick you up, 
or do you have a little paranoia about 
who this person is? You might not want 
to let the person know where you live, 
just in case you never want to see them 
again after the night's over, You meet 
them at a club, maybe a coffee shop or 
somewhere. Is it the person in the pink 
bow tie and green polyester pants, or is 
it the "Joe Cool” in the corner sporting 
the leather jacket? 

Let's talk about the good aspects 
of blind dating. You get to meet some- 
one new, whether you end up fully lik- 
ing them ornot. This person could very 
well be the person of your dreams, or 
nightmares. There's always the possi- 
bility that the person could end up be- 
ing one of your best friends in the fu- 
ture. The best part would be the excite- 
ment of dating a complete stranger. 

Now for the bad points: the per- 
son could be the exact opposite of you, 
and everything they say will geton your 
nerves. Your nightmares might end up 
being understatements on the date. The 
person could possibly be some homi- 
cidal maniac; there seem to be quite a 
few of them around these days. That 
would definitely be pushing the excite- 
ment and thrill of dating a com 
stranger, wouldn't you say? 

Well, dating is fun no matter how 
you do it. Sometimes you need to try 
different things in life to decide what 
kinds of things you enjoy. From blind 
dating to sushi, the biggest rush is to 
find out what really makes you happy. 
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Cliff Johnson 
Sports Editor 


Shannara 
System requirements: 486/33, 8 megs 
of RAM, 2x CD-ROM drive, Super VGA 
VESA compatible video board, sound re- 
quirements differ for quality and amount of 
speech, Microsoft compatible mouse 


When I first got my copy of this 
game, I thought “What could be better. 
A fantasy /role-playing game based on 
the Shannara books by Terry Brooks.” 
Having read the entire series, and lov- 
ing all of them, itis needless to say that 
I had been excited about playing the 
game. Although my enthusiasm might 
have been a little dampened when Ihad 
to spend some time loading a new 
VESA driver for my video card 
(Shannara included a shareware copy of 
the Univibe driver), the incredible open- 
ing scene got me excited all over again. 
Full motion video, with beautiful graph- 
ics and impressive sound prepared me 
to do battle with deadly monsters and 
powerful wizards. 

After the intro, the game drops 
you into the middle of nowhere, and 
provides you with a screen very differ- 
ent than your average role-playing 
game (RPG). You find yourself looking 
ata babbling brook and some trees seen 
from a first-person point of view. You 
cap look at everything, down to indi- 

al rocks, and although this adds 
realism, it wastes a lot of time while you 
try to figure out which objects are actu- 
ally needed on your quest. By this point 
in time, I’m ready to move away from 
this screen and beat up some monsters 
and gain some experience like in a real 
RPG. But before I can leave this screen I 
have to solve a puzzle of some sort. For- 
tunately, the puzzles in Shannara are 
sy to the point of stupidity. Often, the 
puzzles actually keep you confined toa 
room or area where the answer lies, 
until you solve the puzzle or die of bore- 
dom. So, after I solve the puzzle, I fi- 
nally get to move. Movement. Seems 
like a relatively easy concept. But of 
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course Shannara wouldn't want to make 
anything easy. Whenever you are 
forced to move any more than a screen 
or two away, Shannara switches to a 
goofy overhead view, where you move 
your little tiny character around by 
clicking the mouse, romping through 
the trees and attempting to avoid mon- 
sters. Yes, that’s right. Avoid the mon- 
sters. They actually advise you of this 
in the manual. Fight the monsters only 
when absolutely necessary, and run away 
if at all possible. This is not only a good 
idea if you want to stay alive, but you 
also want to avoid the fighting screens 
if at all possible. These things pop up 
when you can't avoid a monster, and 
unfortunately work about as well as the 
rest of the game. You are faced with a 
beautifully rendered, three dimen- 
sional, first-person monster, that slows 
game play down to a crawl. You then 
are faced with about a dozen choices of 
attack, interrupted frequently by your 
characters’ screen, as you pop up 
screaming a variety of colorful state- 
ments. This is not only annoying, but 
slows up game play even further. I 
promise, you'll be much better off run- 
ning. 

The poor game play is a problem, 
but die-hard fans could have mucked 
through these problems and still had a 
pretty good time with the game. Un- 
fortunately, major technical difficulties 
make this almostimpossible. This game 
has more bugs then a bug zapper at a 
mosquito party. Video hang-ups, 
skipped speech, pictures that don’t ap- 
pear where they're supposed to, and 
occasional fatal errors are the least of 
this game's problems, making it so you 
not only have to save every second or 
two in anticipation of the game explod- 
ing, but worrying if the next mouse click 
could be your last. 

This game could have been great, 
but unfortunately itisn’t. Terrible game 
play, a strange interface, and bugs ga- 
lore make this game so unplayable that 
Terry Brooks himself probably wouldn’t 
enjoy it, Save the money from the game, 
and go buy the books. 


Rebel Assault 2 

Minimum system requirements: 486 
DX2/50, 8 megabytes RAM, Double Speed 
CD-ROM drive, Sound Card, Video Card 
capable of VGA, Joystick strongly recom- 
mended 


Rebel Assault 2, the latest Star 
Wars game from LucasArts Entertain- 
ment Company, definitely takes over 
where its predecessor left off. Taking 
full advantage of the incredible graph- 
ics and sound available to today’s top- 
of-the-line computers, Rebel Assault 2 
is a sight to see and hear. Full motion 
video from the movie isintermixed with 
high quality animation, sound effects, 
and dialogue from great actors, all of 
which are played not only in between 
levels, or chapters as they are called in 
the game, but also during the action. 
This not only makes for great screen 
entertainment, but also adds to the 
depth of reality to the game. 

Fortunately, LucasArts didn’t 
make the mistake that a lot of recent 
gaming companies have by attempting 
to exchange high quality graphics and 
animation for poor or uninteresting 
game play. Rebel Assault is not only 
gripping from the first second, but it is 
also very easy to get into the action, 
Easy commands, simple controls, and 
extremely user-friendly interface allows 
players of all ages to jump right into the 
shoes of their character and start blast- 
ing Storm Troopers and flying around 
in the Millennium Falcon without hav- 
ing to spend countless hours pouring 
through a manual. Fortunately, this 
game is also incredibly easy to set up, 
whether you are running through DOS 
or Windows 95 as both versions are in- 
cluded on the CD. 

Not only is Rebel Assault 2 real- 
istic and exciting, but itis also very true 
to all of the movies. Virtually any Star 
Wars fan will be sure to enjoy this game, 
as will any fan of Rebel Assault or any 
of the other high quality games pro- 
duced by LucasArts. Have fun, and 
may the Force be with you 


FEATURE 
CD Review 


Cliff Johnson & Connie True Jensen 
Staff Writer & Associate Editor 


Honest Engine- Combustion 

Honest Engine’s debut album, 
Combustion, is not only spectacular in 
all aspects, but it also defies all 
bounderies and classifications that 
would attempt to identify it. A 
healthy blend of rock, metal, alterna- 
tive and funk, Honest Engine’s mu- 
sic leaves the listener constantly try- 
ing to guess what is going to happen 
next. One second the guitar will be 
tripping along with funky, wah-wah 
saturated riffs, and the next second 
everything will be plunged into a 
heavy distortion-laden wall-of- 
sound, or one of the album’s searing 
solos. This all mixes into not only an 
original sound, but also a great bal- 
ance, with the vocals, dual guitars, 
bass and drums all mixing perfectly 
to form great songs. 

While all ten songs on the al- 
bum are great, a few songs do stand 
out above the rest such as Sky, Funk 
Displacement, Against the Grain, and 
Turn Out the Sun, an incredibly heavy 
song which the band often uses to 
close out their live sets, which is an- 
other great way to experience the 
music of Honest Engine. Either way, 
on CD or live, Honest Engine is defi- 
nitely a band to check out, with some- 
thing to please almost any musical 
taste. 

Enya 

Enya has anew album out, and 
true to the New Age Music she sings 
it is entitled The Memory of Trees. If 
you enjoyed any of her previous al- 
bums, including Shepherd's Moon, you 
will be sure to enjoy this newest one, 
because although the songs are quite 
unique, the sound is still patently 
Enya. 

The CD contains eleven tracks, 
including three instrumentals, two 
Gaelic songs, one Spanish track, and 
five songs done in English, including 
my personal favorite “Anywhere Is,” 
which has a very distinctive sound to 
it. As with all of Enya’s albums, this 
one is very mellow, and is great to lis- 


ten to when you are relaxing, reading, 
or just thinkin, 


What are the stars telling you today? 


Madame Barovia 
Staff Psychic 


Aries March 21-April 20 A 

Things will seem to be flying at 
you this month. Each day will bring 
with ita whirlwind ofemotions, Try to 
say focused, and deal with your chal- 
lenges a day ata time, and there willbe 
a big payoff in the end. 


Taurus April 21-May 20 
This month one of your personal 
relationships is going to be changing 
greatly, and whether it is for the better 
or not is up to you, The time youneed 
to adjust may not be available, so you 
t be prepared to go with the flow, 
stay in tune with your feelings, 


Gemini May 21-June 21 

With the new year just past and 
all of its stress finally behind you, you 
will need to take some time off this 
month just to kick back and relax. How- 


ever, don’t become too sedentary or else 
you find yourself falling behind 
í on June 22-July 21 

* “You are going to have to make a 
big decision this month, and your 
moods might interfere with the choice 
you haye to make. Try to keep your 
emotions under control, and be very 
cautious when coming to your final con- 
clusion. 


Leo July 23-Aug. 22 ` 

You will do something this month 
that will make you the center of atten- 
tion, Enjoy it while it lasts, but try not 
to letit make your ego swell too much. 
Also, this could be your month for ro- 
mance, so keep your eyes peeled so that 
you will recognize itwhen you see it. 


y 
drawing into your social shell. How- 
ever, if you will fight that urge and let 


your hair down, you may find yourself 
pleasantly surprised at the results. 


Libra Sep. 23-0023: 

The balance of your Jife will seem 
to be a bit off this month, making you 
feel a bit disoriented and irritable. Be 
careful not to take this out on those close 
to you. 


Scorpio Oct. 24-Nov. 21 

Your desire to remain mysterious 
may be causing some problems in your 
relationships this month. Try to over- 
come your penchant for secrets and be 
completely open with your significant 
other, before it is too late. 


Sagittarius Nov. 22-Dec. 21 

The urge to blow off responsibili~ 
ties this month will be great, and while 
some partying helps to relieve tension, 
this month you may feel-driven to ex- 
cess. Fight the temptation and it will 
all work out for the best. 


Capricorn Dec. 22-Jan. 19 

Contrary to your usually high 
standards, you have been slacking off a 
bit in the monthsipast. Now is the time 
to get back on track and stay focused. 
Although it may seem like a hassle at 
first, the rewards will be well worth the 
extra work, 


Aquarius Jan, 20-Feb. 18 

This month you will do some- 
thing veryinice for someone, While they 
may not seem to appreciate it as much 
as you feel they should at first, rest as- 
sured that they do value it, and their 
gratitude in the end will result in a great 
payoff for your generosity, 


Pisces Feb. 19-March 20 

The fast pace at which you have 
been moving will begin to slow down 
this month, and while at first this reduc- 
tion in stress may be welcomed, it will 
soon begin to lapse into boredom. 


Colt Roundup 
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Heather 


Cottonwood High School 


Laura Carter 
Staff Writer 


Cottonwood High School has an 
amazing student on the girl’s varsity 
basketball team, Heather Beasley 
Heather also plays volleyball and soft- 
ball on the school’s teams. Upon inter- 
viewing this woman who is definitely 
full of character, I found that she has 
been playing bas- 

ketball since she 

was five years old. 


Beasley, amazing scholar/athlete 


standing scholar and athlete, she hd 
time to work between 30 and 35 hours 
a week. Her tight schedule starts with 
school in the morning, basketball prac- 
tice in the afternoon and work from five 
until closing (midnight) This schedule 
is only interrupted on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays when she has games. 
1 asked Heather if she could be 
any sports player, who would she be? 
She was quick to 
“John 
Stockton because 


answer, 


I asked Heather if she could be 
any sports player, who would she 
be? She was quick to answer, 
“John Stockton because he gets to 


She joined her first 
basketball league 
twelve years ago. 
She started to play 


he gets to pat Karl 
Malone on the 
butt.” 

Heather has a 


Heater Beasley displays her basketball dream. 


Photo by Laura Carter 
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volleyball in junior 
high and it wasn’t 
until her junior 
year at Cotton- 
wood that she began to get involved 
with softball, Even with these other two 
sports in her life, basketball is still her 
favorite, She reported to me in a Jim 
Carrey manner that with her and bas- 
ketball, “The attitude just works.” 
Heather is also an amazing 
scholar. Her grade point average re- 
mains a perfect 4.00. Her favorite sub- 
ject she announced was calculus 
Heather has always been able to balance 
school, sports, and play she says. Lately 
though it is harder to find time for a 
social life. Not only is Heather an out- 


pat Karl Malone on the butt.” 
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remarkable sense 
of humor. She is 
quick with her wit 
and has a marvel- 
ous collection of voices and facial ex- 
She compares herself to a 
Ford Pinto because, “If you hit it from 
behind it explodes!” Let this be a les- 
son to those who want to take her on, 
on or off the court. 


pressions, 


Heather would like to recognize the se- 
niors on the team because they had to 
endure two years of h— before they 
could finally play and play how they 
feel comfortable. She says that this 
year’s team is pretty good, they can 


keep up with the best from state com- 
petition. 
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Superbowl XXX 


0- Ble 


Whether you were rooting for the 
Cowboys or the Steelers, Super Bowl 
Sunday was a memorable night for foot- 
ball fans across the world. The game 
was the first in many years to be com- 
petitive and not be a blowout for the 
winning team. For those of you who 
didn’t watch the game, the final score 
was 27-17 for the Cowboys. The Cow- 
boys have won the Super Bowl the past 
three out of four years and have a 
shared record for the most Super Bowl 
wins at five. The combination of indi- 
vidual triumph, coaching controversy, 
and the opposing personalities of the 
team owners gave the Bowl spice that 
has been lacking in years past. 

Super Bowl XXX was hailed as 
the be all end all of all sporting events, 
and the first five minutes of the game 
lived up to the hype. The Cowboys 
scored within the first few minutes with 
a successful field goal and a touchdown. 
The Steelers came back however with a 
few awesome 


maneuvers on their own. 
They scored by the second quarter with 
a touchdown pass. Both coaches played 
their teams excellently, however Dallas’ 
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impressive offensive and the experience 
of their quarterback, Troy Aikman 
sealed the fate of the game. Cowboys’ 
players Deion Sanders and Emmitt 
Smith ran well with the ball to main- 
tain Dallas’ lead but it was the efforts of 
Larry Brown that made the difference. 
His several interceptions throughout 
the game and consistent involvement 
were key in the Cowboys’ win. 

The great thing about the Super 
Bowl however, is that it isn’t necessar- 
ily the game people watch but the com- 
mercials, the halftime show and the pre- 
game show. Whether you enjoyed the 
halftime show or not was a matter of 
personal taste, but I think most of us can 
agree it could have been better and 
could have been a bit more focused to- 
wards football. The Super Bowl is also 
known for the entertaining and often 
costly commercials. Air time began at 
a quarter million dollars for 30 second 
spots, due to the large viewing audience 
and the competitiveness to get air time 
during the Super Bowl. 

Super Bowl XXX was an impres- 
sive showing. Both teams played their 
hardest, but in the end it was the Cow- 
boys proving that they have what it 
takes to be penta-champs. Way to go. 
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Cottonwood scores 


Boys Basketball 

Although the boys basketball 
record is 2-12 overall, and 1-3in region, 
this record doesn’t reflect the effort and 
time being spent by the team. It also 
doesn’t reflect the team’s overall skill 
level, which is incredibley high and is 
evident in the number of close games 
that the boys have lost. The following 
is the varsity record, through January, 
26th, with Cottonwoods score listed 
first, followed by the junior varcity 
scores. 
Taylorsville 55-63 (48-53) 
Hunter 69-73 (61-65) 
Kearns 52-47 (45-31) 
Layton 47-61 (65-57) 
Hillcrest 43-58 (52-79) 
Brighton 57-64 (38-50) 
Jordan 47-53 (51-43) 
Provo 46-48 (39-72) 
W. Jordan 46-56 (42-48) 
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Bonneville 57-61 (58-70) 
Skyline 54-51 (42-63) 
Bountiful 40-58 (58-63) 
Davis 54-60 (56-48) 
Viewmont 35-47 (38-57) 
Record: 2-12 (4-10) 
Region: 1-3 (1-3) 
Sophmore record: 8- 
Sophmore regio: 


-6 


Cottonwood Hockey 
Although Cottonwood’s hockey 
team isn’t officially endorsed by the 
school, they do use our name, and all 
players on the team do attend Cotton- 
wood. They have done extremely well 
this year, and have a very good chance 
in the state tournament. Games are 
played at Cottonwood Heights Recre- 
ation Center, so go out and support Cot- 
tonwood Hockey. 
Record: 6-1 
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Sports Editor 


In the eighties, if you asked ten 
people on the street who the best bas- 
ketball player in the NBA was you 
would have gotten one answer from a 
large percentage of those asked: Magic 
Johnson, Johnson led the Lakers to five 
NBA championships during the eight- 
ies, and held the record for the most 
career assists with 9,921 going into the 
1991 season. This legacy was shattered 
though, when on November 7, 1991, 
Magic announced that he would be re- 
tiring after testing positive for HIV, the 


virus that causes AIDS is shocked 


not only the basketball community, but 
also the world. 

By the 1992 season however, 
Magic was ready for a comeback, He 
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Magic makes an amazing comeback 


signed with the Lakers, and played in 
quite a few exhibition games. Unfortu- 
nately, many NBA players, including 
Utah's Karl Malone, voiced their fear of 
playing with a HIV positive Magic, who 
decided to forgo his attempt at a come- 
back. After this episode, NBA commis- 
sioner David Stern set about educating 
NBA players about AIDS, and the risks 
involved when playing with HIV posi- 
tive players (the possibility of getting 
HIV while playing basketball is about 
one in 8.5 billion), until most NBA play- 
ers feel comfortable with AIDS. 

This knowledge has led to 
Magic’s second comeback attempt, 
when he returns for the final 40 games 
of the 95-96 season. This time though, 
his return has been met with approval 
of NBA players everywhere, As Indi- 
ana Pacer’s guard Reggie Miller put it, 


“He never should have retired in the 
first place...this is great for our league.” 
Miller’s remarks have been echoed 
thoughout the league and can be 
summed up in David Stern’s statement 
that, “We're pleased that he has decided 
to once again showcase to NBA fans his 
talent and unique enthusiasm for the 
game.” 

Magic feels that at this point in 
time, although he probably won't be 
able to match his former glory days, he 
will be able to come off the bench as a 
forward reserve, contribute to the team, 
and to be a team leader. This effect has 
already been felt as Johnson's return has 
sold out the next two Laker games. In 
Johnson’s third game back, the Laker’s 
will face the Jazz at the LA Forum. 

Magic’s doctors actually feel that 
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his returning to the NBA will be benefi- 
cial to his health, not only physically, but 
also mentally. Because basketball is 
such an integral part of Magic's life, 
watching basketball probably actually 
causes more stress than playing it. Itis 
also good for patients with HIV to get 


as much exercise as possible, without 


exhausting themselves. Johnson also 
hasbeen diagnosed as having the long- 
term non-progressive form of HIV, 
which doesn’t develop into AIDS-re- 
lated diseases. This means that Magic 
is quite healthy and probably will be for 
quite some time. 

Even if this 
is going into it with a great attitude, say- 


s Magic's last year he 


ing, “It’s now or never. I’m 36. If this is 
the last hurrah, so be it, if it's next year, 


we'll see.” 
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